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THE SEASON ENDS BUT THE SAVIOR’S WORK BEGINS
It’s an annual thing for the Church. The Christmas season ends with the last Saturday of “Epiphany
week.” The debate really comes in asking if the Christmas season ends on that Saturday or does it end
with the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, which is celebrated this weekend. Would you think that the
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord should be the beginning of Ordinary Time? After all, at the Baptism,
Jesus is a grown man coming forth from the desert to be Baptized by John and from there His public
ministry begins. However, one of our annual reference books (called an “ordo”) states that Ordinary
Time doesn’t actually begin until AFTER Jesus’ Baptism. I guess that would be because we are still not
wearing green vestments until the day after. But I maintain MY position – while officially Ordinary Time
begins after the Baptism of Jesus, I still say it ought to be that Ordinary Time begins WITH Jesus’
Baptism.
Jesus comes out of the desert after being tempted by Satan, and while He is the Son of God, Jesus’
Baptism in front of the crowds is an effort on the part of Jesus to tell John the Baptist and the world that
He IS one of us, accepting His role and mission from the Father. Now, it may seem even more strange
to us because we think of Baptizing at infancy. However, during the ritual of Baptism of children, the
Church claims the child, seals the child against evil, cleanses the child, and then seals the child as priest,
prophet, and king. That final seal comes with the charge to go and live by following Christ’s example.
After all, He is one of us, showing us what human creatures are to do to gain entry into Heaven when at
last we die. Can an infant really do that?
Infants are to learn, just like we all should have learned from our parents, godparents, and the Church. A
good example of just how children learn like sponges would be how they imitate practically everything
they hear – frequently parents find that out the hard way, when the child says a bad word for the first time.
If something so simple gets into a child’s brain, why then do most Catholic children not know more of
their faith by the time they first come to Religious Education classes (or even Catholic school for some)?
It’s usually because what the parents and godparents promise to do on behalf of the child at the Baptism
is not followed though upon. It’s the same sort of argument the Church has had regarding what happens
to young people after Confirmation. “The next time the Church usually sees them is when they want to
get married in the Church.” Now that is a very general statement to make. I know not all families are in
that category, but it’s a rather high percentage of parents who do not attend Sunday Mass. “I don’t want
my child to disrupt the service.” “I feel like everyone is watching me.” “Someone rudely told me to go to
the cry-room.” “We have to work and that’s not the task of the baby-sitter.”
What do we do?
My best example was at home with my family. We may not have come together to pray the rosary or
practice other devotions, however, we always made sure we prayed at the dinner table, and we always
made Sunday and Holy Day Masses a priority (and the school, had the Holy Day Mass on school days).
I may be a priest, but I believe that the more parents get their children to Mass every week (especially in
spite of their friends who may NOT attend), the better the possibility there would be for more young men
to study for the priesthood and ordination. But even if that is NOT where regular Mass guides them,
what do parents really want for their children? To be nice people? At Baptism, parents promise to raise
their children to be disciples of Jesus Christ, who not only went about His days being nice, but did
everything He could to teach God’s highest creation that the purpose of being nice was to help others to
also get to know God through their words and actions – like Jesus did.

Peace y’all! Happy 2021!
May Christ’s Light burn within you that others my know Him through you!
Father Mike
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Prayer Before Mass
Heavenly Father, You have gathered us together at
St. Lawrence O’Toole
To be Your visible life in the world.
Here we unite in worship, proclaim Your word, celebrate the Eucharist and are
sent forth to share Your love and make disciples.
Lord, we take Your great commission seriously and long for our Parish to be so
on-fire that we draw people to You.
Help us in that endeavor, as we strive to work together. Please make our
Parish amazing, through Your power and Your grace. Through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen

The monthly pledge
billings for the Annual
Catholic Appeal have
been mailed. It is very
important these
pledges be fulfilled so
our Parish will reach and, hopefully, exceed our goal.

GOAL:
AMOUNT PLEDGED:
AMOUNT PAID:
REMAINING BALANCE:

$21,439.88
$25,319.28
$24,314.28
$ 1,425.00

January 10, 2021 - The Baptism
of the Lord:
After Jesus was baptized, he saw
the Spirit of God descending like a
dove and a voice was heard “This
is my beloved Son, with whom I am well
pleased.” As we give to the poor, we also can
hear these same words.
As you place your gift in the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul Poor Box, know that you are
a sign of God’s love to those who are
suffering, and you give them reason to
believe and to trust.
ALSO, PLEASE NOTE: ALSO, please note, that
due to the continuing COVID-19 virus, St.
Vincent de Paul WILL NOT be distributing any
food for January and February.
A very

BIG thank you

needs to be given to the
people who decorated our
Church for this Christmas
Season. Even with the
scaled back limitations,
they did a fantastic job of
getting everything set up
and looking beautiful.
Sooooooo, from the
bottom of all of our
hearts—Parishioners and
staff included—

January 10, 2021
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Pro-Life News

MASS FOR LIFE
All are invited to virtually join the Archdiocese of Chicago’s Mass for Life on Friday,
January 22, 2021. The Mass for Life will be livestreamed from Holy Name Cathedral.
Celebrated by Bishop Kevin Birmingham, the Mass will be held on the anniversary of Roe vs. Wade,
and on the eve of the final event on the March for Life Chicago Tour.
The Mass will be streamed live on the Archdiocese of Chicago YouTube channel.

Friday, January 22, 2021 at 12:00 PM

MARCH FOR LIFE
Archdiocese of Chicago YouTube Channel
Were you looking forward to the Chicago or National March for Life this year? Not to worry—this
year’s activities will look a little different, but we will still be “marching” for the sanctity of life! In
partnership with March for Life Chicago, we are bringing the pro-life movement on the road.
On Sunday, January 17, 2021, the pro-life movement will come to Mundelein, with a drive-in sociallydistanced rally at Carmel High School. The day will include inspiring speakers, including Cardinal
Blase J. Cupich. For more information and to register, please visit marchforlifechicago.org/tour.

Move the Movement Carmel Rally
Sunday, January 17, 2021, 1:00 PM
Carmel High School
1 Carmel Parkway
Mundelein, IL 60060
We are up and running! However, we still could use some help with our
disinfecting the Church and the checking in and sanitizing everyone’s hands that
comes into the Church, we REALLY need more help! If you are willing to help us,
please contact the Parish Office and we will forward your information to the
Reopening Team! Thank you so much!
Please be Aware:
The Archdiocese is allowing parishes to open for limited numbers of people for Mass,
Reconciliation, Adoration, Funerals, Baptisms and Weddings provided that the parish
follow detailed Archdiocesan procedures. Following Archdiocesan COVID-19
guidelines, St. Lawrence has reopened on a limited basis. Worshipers are required to wear masks, and
practice social distancing staying six feet apart from one another. Please see the Parish website for a
complete list of guidelines.
While we will attempt to take appropriate precautions consistent with the advice of public health
authorities, Parishioners and guests should understand that they assume the risk of contracting COVID-19
any time they go out in public and that such precautions do not eliminate the risk of infection.
Please be aware: Dispensation from Sunday Mass and Holy Days of Obligation continues. We still advise
that the elderly and those with underlying medical conditions stay at home and participate through
livestreamed and televised Masses. We will continue to serve those who cannot attend Mass in person by
livestreaming our 5:00 PM Saturday Mass on our Facebook page and posting to our webpage.
January 10, 2021
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Living
Stewardship
January 10,
2021
Baptism of the
Lord
“And a voice
came from the
heavens, ‘You are my beloved Son;
with you I am well pleased.’” - Mark
1:11
Through our baptism, we too, are
daughters and sons of God. We are
disciples of Jesus. As true disciples
we are called to actively participate in
our Catholic faith, not just be mere
bystanders. This means working in
collaboration with the Holy Spirit and
discerning how we are being asked to
use our gifts. Using our gifts for the
benefit of others and not just for our
own interests and comfort.

From: https://www.archstl.org/
about-stewardship/bulletininserts/weekly-bible-reflections
STEWARDSHIP PRAYER
Live in My Life Prayer Lord, I invite
you to live in my life today. Here is
my face – smile through it. Here is my
mouth – speak to someone with it.
Here are my ears – listen to someone
with them. Here is my heart – love
someone with it. Here are my hands –
touch someone with them. Here are
my arms – hug someone with them.
Here are my feet – walk with them
this day. Amen.

From: https://www.archstl.org/
about-stewardship/stewardshipoverview/stewardship-prayers
PLANNED GIVING
Remember St. Lawrence O’Toole
in your estate plans. St. Lawrence
O’Toole has been blessed over the
years to have received some
generous gifts from parishioners
and friends who have included our
Parish in their estate plans. If you
would like to include SLOT in
your plans, please contact the
Parish Office.

Pray for

The recently deceased

Wilma Roche, Marie Gordon
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Bill Anderson, Carol Betts, Carol Brzeszkiewicz,
and the
Gloria
Bucek, Adelaide Buenafe, Chuck Bulger, Hannah
sick….
Butler, Marge Buttice, Jack & Delores Cappozzo, Irving
Chambers, Rosario Chi, Justine Daniel, Les Easter, Jane Fagan, Marlene
Franzese, Irene Gehrke, Marie Gordon, Katie Hofkamp, Corky Johnson,
Evalena Jones, Mary Elizabeth Jones, Barb Jostes, Kim Kahl,
Kathy Kent, Marion & Rita King, Irene & Robert Kucharski,
Theresa Kukosh, Ed & Linda Ladewski, Dorothy Lassa,
Betty Maciukenas, Mickey May-Taylor, Mary McLain, Marge Neel,
Judy Philip, John Pirelli, Phil Pursley, Kameryn Raspberry,
Donald Recupido, LaCora Rodgers, Dawn Rowe,
Jovita Sanchez, Liddie Sanders, Elizabeth Scampini,
Chuck & Mary Seputis, Mary Slayton, Terese Styczynski, Mara Subasic,
Diane Sutkowski, Carol Targia,
Margaret Thorne
Liturgical Ministers

With the return of in-person Weekend, Tuesday, Thursday &
Saturday Masses, Mass requests will be rescheduled starting
next weekend, and will be scheduled for Sunday, Tuesday,
Thursday & Saturday Masses until further notice. We will
start with the Mass Intentions that were already scheduled
when the shutdown occurred, and will continue until we are all caught
up. Any Masses currently scheduled for any other day will be moved to
the closest day.

Sunday, January 10
Mary Moutvic req. by Linda & Ed Ladewski,
Intentions of Frank & Deb Casells req. by
John & Ann Rangel
Tuesday, January 12
Celebrant’s Intentions
Thursday, January 14
Celebrant’s Intentions
Saturday, January 16
Barbara Yanule req. by Judy Philip
Sunday, January 17
Intentions of the Theard Family, Betty Kulak, Narcisco Chiong
A Prayer for Those Serving in the Military
Lord, Hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect us.
Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for us in our time
of need. We ask this in the name of Jesus, Our Lord and Savior. Amen
2nd Lt. Christine Shirley—Air Force
Master Sergeant Michael McGeever—Air
Force
Master Sergeant Heriberto Garza—Army
Warrant Officer Mark Panozzo—Army

Airman 1st Class Christopher
Garbaciak—Air Force
Specialist Alisha D. Grezlik—Army
Corporal Michael L. Ford—Army
Corporal Whitney Thorne, Marines

If there are parishioners currently serving in the United States military, we would like to
know. Please contact the Parish Office @ 748-6090 x100 or slotparishoffice@slotoole.org,
and let us know the name of your dear one and they will be remembered in the prayers of
our community and the name posted in the bulletin. Please indicate branch of service and
rank.

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
The Cross of San Damiano ~~
St. Francis of Assisi prayed
before the cross and heard
the Lord say to him “Renew
My Church”

Reflecting on God’s Word
This is one of the key moments in the life of
Jesus. Up north in his hometown of Nazareth he
must have heard about John. At some point an
inner voice must have said, “Go south, go to the
desert. Go listen to this preacher John.”
When he came to the desert, he may have stood
in a long line before that moment came when he
entered the water and John baptized him. Mark gives us only the
briefest account of their meeting, but does present John as
expecting someone mightier than he who would baptize with the
Holy Spirit.
It is this same Holy Spirit who came down on Jesus as he was
coming out of the water. At that moment, the heavens were torn
open, heaven reached down to touch the Galilean, and the Spirit
descended like a dove. Have you ever seen a gull descend to
snatch a fish or a hawk swoop down to seize its prey? By contrast,
the image of a descending dove is one of beauty and grace, of
gentle alighting.
The words do not announce Jesus to others, as in Matthew’s
account, but they are spoken only to him: “You are my beloved
Son; with you I am well pleased” (1:11), echoing the words the
Lord speaks in the first song of the Servant in the book of Isaiah.
The descent of the dove did not mean an easy life for Jesus, but
God had penetrated his being in a way that would then drive him
into the desert to begin his mission of confronting the powers of
sin and death. This gentle dove came—and continues to come—
with a mighty power.

A Prayer for “Renew My
Church”
Lord Jesus, you speak to us today, as you
spoke to holy men and women who have
gone before us. In every age and in our own
time, you call to us and say: Renew My
Church.
Pour out the gift of your Holy Spirit upon us,
and so enable us
to hear you clearly
to listen to each other attentively
to imagine our future boldly
to discern your direction wisely
to persevere in your holy will
courageously
to stay together in charity
to surrender our own plans readily
to embrace the greater good
to hand on your gifts to future
generations.

—James A. Wallace, C.Ss.R.
Copyright © 2014, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.

May we remain in the holy company of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, the apostles, and all the
saints. May their example and presence
inspire us with patient confidence in the work
of your grace.
We ask this of you who live and reign with the
Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever. Amen

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Living God’s Word
At baptism, the Spirit came upon you in the presence of the
Christian community, claiming you in Jesus’ name, and God said,
“You are my beloved son/daughter.” Spend some time praying
over these words. What do you say to God in return? How does it
affect what you do in life?
Copyright © 2014, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!

For further information, Thomas E. Brabec
ATTORNEY
please call the Parish Office. • Real Estate

CALL BY 9/30 TO RECEIVE

Receive a $25 Lowe's Gift Card
with FREE in-home estimate!

LABOR*

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will
receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit
one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This
offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner,
both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must
have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract.
The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated
companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company
in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company
customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may
substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to
the participant via first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of the promotion
form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not
sponsored or promoted by Lowe's and is subject to change without notice prior to
reservation. Expires 9/30/20

x OFF
75% 50%
* Does not include
cost of material.
Offer expires 9/30/20.

• Wills • Trusts
• Estates

708.960.0580

brabeclaw@gmail.com
18154 Harwood Ave., Ste. 204, Homewood

www.LawOfficesOfThomasBrabec.com

Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
•
•
•
•

Call Today!
009235 St Lawrence O’toole Church (B)

One Free Month
No Long-Term Contract
Price Guarantee
Easy Self Installation

Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed
never to clog or
we’ll clean it for
FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
leaves, pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder
to clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not
a flimsy attachment

*Guaranteed not to clog for as
long as you own your home, or
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Get it. And forget it.®

FUNERAL HOME
Your PANOZZO BROS.
Since 1926
530 W. 14th St. (Rte. 30), Chicago Heights
ad 708-481-9230
www.panozzobros.com
could
be in this
space!
www.jspaluch.com

MARGOT COURSON, GRI
Broker/Associate
“It’s not just the house you live in”....
It’s the life you get out of it”

708-798-1855
Cell: 708-323-6816
Parishioner
margot.courson@bairdwarner.com
For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter
708.652.1444

Sunrise Villa Olympia Fields

Best Work • Best Rates
WE DO ALL OUR OWN WORK
Since 1965

3633 Breakers Drive, Olympia Fields, IL 60461
INDEPENDENT LIVING | ASSISTED LIVING
Contact us to schedule a tour today:

Lic# 055-026066

(708) 747-3333
www.SunriseVillaOlympiaFields.com

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

KERR-PARZYGNOT
FUNERAL HOME
708-754-0016
Established 1891
540 Dixie Hwy. (Joe Orr Rd.) Chicago Hts.

• General & Cosmetic Dentistry
• Periodontics/Gum Treatment
• Implants - Partials & Dentures
• Gentle Professional Cleanings
• State-of-the-Art Technology

FREE

Consults & Second Opinions

19815 Governors Highway, Flossmoor
708-794-4252 • SouthlandSmiles.com

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

Gerald C.
Schrementi P.C.
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
Personal and Business Services

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

708-748-2808

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

21504 Main St.
Matteson
WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress
and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup
of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car
and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor
he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?

Professional & Quality Automotive Care From Mahler’s Since 1914!

Mahler’s
Service Inc.

Mon-Fri 7am-5:30pm • Sat 7am-2pm

3627 W. 216th Street
Matteson, IL 60443

$10 OFF

Any Car Service of $50

$20 OFF

Any Car Service of $150

$30 OFF

Any Car Service of $250
Savings off regular prices

$19.95

Oil Change & Lube

Up to 5 Quarts of Oil
Synthetic & Diesel Oil
extra.

NO Long Term Contracts

CALL
NOW!

800.809.3352

MDMedAlert

Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

TEL: (773) 846-6567

Leak and Sons Funeral Chapels
18400 S. Pulaski Road, Country Club Hills, IL 60478
7838 South Cottage Grove Ave., Chicago, IL 60619
Parishioners
009235 St Lawrence O’toole Church (A)

24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance Solutions as Low as
95 a month
✔Police ✔Fire
Shipping
✔Friends/Family FREE
FREE Activation

$19.

708.748.0282
TEL: (708) 206-0860

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!

www.jspaluch.com

The Most Complete Online
National Directory
of Catholic Parishes
CHECK IT OUT TODAY!
For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

This week at O’Toole
Sunday, January 10, 2021
10:00 AM: Mass

C

Monday, January 11, 2021
Tuesday, January 12, 2021
8:30 AM: Mass

C

Wednesday, January 13, 2021
Thursday, January 14, 2021
8:30 AM: Mass

C

Friday, January 15, 2021
Saturday, January 16, 2021
8:30 AM: Mass
5:00 PM: Mass

C
C

Sunday, January 17, 2021
10:00 AM: Mass

C

Our Weekly Offering for
12/27/2020

Budgeted Weekly Goal: $ 8,076.00
Total Given Last Week: $11,894.00
Total Given
Electronically:
$ 665.00
Total Offering:
$12.559.00
Total PARISH PAY Users:
54

“On coming

up out of
the water
He saw the
heavens

being torn
open and
the Spirit,
like a dove,
descending
upon Him.”
- Mark 1:10

Saints and Special Observances
Sunday:

The Baptism of the
Lord
Monday:
First Week in
Ordinary Time begins
Wednesday: St. Hilary
Saturday:
Blessed Virgin Mary
Readings for the Week
Monday:

Heb 1:1-6;
Ps 97:1, 2b, 6, 7c, 9;
Mk 1:14-20
Tuesday:
Heb 2:5-12;
Ps 8:2ab, 5, 6-9;
Mk 1:21-28
Wednesday: Heb 2:14-18;
Ps 105:1-4, 6-9;
Mk 1:29-39
Thursday:
Heb 3:7-14;
Ps 95:6-11;
Mk 1:40-45
Friday:
Heb 4:1-5, 11;
Ps 78:3, 4bc, 6c-8;
Mk 2:1-12
Saturday:
Heb 4:12-16;
Ps 19:8-10, 15;
Mk 2:13-17
Sunday:
1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19;
Ps 40:2, 4, 7-10;
1 Cor 6:13c-15a,
17-20;
Jn 1:35-42

Our Weekly Offering for
01/03/2021

Budgeted Weekly Goal: $ 8,076.00
Total Given Last Week: $ 9,829.00
Total Given
Electronically:
$ 1,657.00
Total Offering:
$11,483.00
Total PARISH PAY Users:
54

Sacramental Information:
Baptisms: The first and second Sunday of each month at 12:30 PM. NOTE: Expectant parents should phone the
Parish Office 2 months before the birth of your baby to arrange for required Baptismal Preparation Classes.
Weddings: Arrangements for Marriage should be made by calling the Parish Office no later than four months prior
to the proposed wedding date. Attending Pre-Cana is required.
Funerals: Arrangements can be made by a family member by calling the Parish Office.
Pastoral Care of the Sick: To arrange for communion to be brought to the sick, the elderly, and the homebound,
please call the Parish Office @ (708)748-6090.
Pro-Life Phone Numbers: Pregnancy Counseling Hotlines: Carenet/Heartbeat—1-800-395-HELP,
Birthright—1-800-550-4900, Project Rachel, (post-abortion healing) - 1-888-456-HOPE
Natural Family Planning information: St. Mary’s Hospital in Kankakee—call David & Elba (815) 939-0949, St. Stephen’s
in Tinley Park—call Jeff & Linda (708) 633-7392, For Spanish classes—call Don & Fidelia (630)628-9850. For more
information or to order the Couple to Couple League Home Study Course please call (800) 745-8252.

