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I have a dream, too…
Being that we are now outside of the Christmas season, the subject of a dream comes up.
We heard of St. Joseph having had a couple of dreams regarding the future and safety of
Mary and Jesus. We heard about the Magi having been warned in a dream not to return to
Herod and they returned to their own country by another way. But there are not many
other dreams throughout recorded history more well-known than that of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.
The sad thing for me is that 50+ years later, we are still waiting for that dream to become
reality.
Throughout the Summer of 2020, the United States certainly showed that to be true. The
wrongful death of one man in Minnesota pushed any progress we may have made in making
Dr. King’s dream to become reality. Of course, Mr. Floyd’s death was not really the first
death of its kind. It merely was “the straw that broke the camel’s back” in terms of racism
rearing its ugly head once more and becoming headline after headline, practically taking
our focus off of the pandemic (although we continued to hear about that, too). Wrongful
death after wrongful death, person after person died from what has been deemed to be
police brutality or excessive force. Now I have seen the same videos being shown from
every angle. And every time I see body-cam video from the police, I weep.
I, too, have a dream for a better America. I, too, have a dream that I will see an end to
violence and racism. I have a dream that all people might begin to show a little bit of
respect for authorities and make God the number one authority in the world – i.e. whatever
HE says, we follow.
Three months after the death of George Floyd was the first time I remember hearing from
the families of the wrongful death victims, telling those who were taking advantage of civil
unrest in order to commit theft and destruction to stop! Fear ruled downtown Chicago and
many other places. Small business owners all over the U.S. were being faced with their
livelihoods being destroyed by vandals. Tons of stores through the lakefront area and the
Magnificent Mile were being boarded up, practically looking like we might have lived in
Florida with a hurricane coming. I wept.
Now you might think that I am just a cry-baby, whining about things that happened eight
months ago, but I cannot help it. I get very emotional in terms of death. Many people do.
However, my emotion comes with my faith and upbringing. Any time someone dies at the
hands of another person through violence, I think of Cain and Abel in the Book of Genesis.
Anytime I hear about racism, I think about what St. Paul tells “There is neither Jew nor
Greek, there is neither slave nor free person, there is not male and female; for you are all
one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s descendant, heirs
according to the promise.” (Galatians 3:28-29) Each one of us is a human being regardless
of our age, skin color, or language spoken.
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Prayer Before Mass
Heavenly Father, You have gathered us together at
St. Lawrence O’Toole
To be Your visible life in the world.
Here we unite in worship, proclaim Your word, celebrate the Eucharist and are sent forth to
share Your love and make disciples.
Lord, we take Your great commission seriously and long for our Parish to be so on-fire that we
draw people to You.
Help us in that endeavor, as we strive to work together. Please make our Parish amazing, through Your
power and Your grace. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Continued from page 2

Sadly, Dr. King’s “I have a dream” speech feels like just a thing that
happened in the past and not truly a part of history. I differentiate those two concepts by
time and by truth. A “thing that happened in the past” in my estimation is merely that –
just any less significant event like my breakfast yesterday. If a moment in time is to
become history, then there should be lessons learned because of truths stemming from an
event. That’s what Dr. King’s speech was for many years and needs to be once again –
TRUTH. And if truth, then Jesus should be the filter by which we listen to Dr. King. Let’s
do whatever we can to begin helping Dr. King’s dream become real once more. Let’s not do
it for Dr. King, though. He wasn’t doing his work for the people because he thought he
should. He did it because he learned faith in God and obeyed His Will. I know Dr. King
didn’t die in vain, and you do, too. Pray for those who are suffering because of senseless
killings by anyone.

Peace,
Fr. Mike
Pro-Life News

Abortion: None of Your Business? Fr. Frank Pavone
National Director, Priests for Life—April 17, 2009

Most people admit that abortion is wrong; surveys show, in fact, that half of all Americans are willing
to call it "murder." (See, for example, the January 1998 New York Times/CBS News Poll.)
Yet a disturbing number of these same people will not do anything to stop it. They say, "I believe
abortion is wrong, but I do not want to impose my morality on others." In other words, it's wrong, but
it's a private wrong. If I think it's wrong, I won't do it. If someone else does it, that's none of my
business.
This attitude has been expressed in a bumper sticker that says, "Against Abortion? Don't have one!" and in the
assertion that the opposing sides in this controversy should simply "Agree to disagree."
Yet we simply don't look at most moral problems this way. We do not hear people say, “I would never abuse my
child, but if the other person wants to do so, that’s her choice.” Nor do they say, "I would never commit a violent
crime, but if someone else chooses to do so, that's none of my business."
Many do not want to "interfere" with someone's choice to have an abortion. Yet it would make perfect sense to
"interfere" with that same person's choice to steal your car, burn your house, or kidnap your child!
The fact is that some choices have victims, and when somebody’s choice destroys somebody else’s life,
that’s everybody's business. It is, after all, the business of love to intervene to save our brothers and sisters in need.
People need to know that abortion is their business. They need to de-isolate the issue. People understand that we
have to intervene to help the poor, the AIDS victim, the drug addict, the victim of crime and war. Even if we do not
know their names, or have never seen the faces of these victims, we know it is our business to help them. There is no
reason to isolate abortion in a category of its own, where all the rules of human
Continued on page 4
decency suddenly change. Who is the child scheduled to be aborted today? That child
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Continued from page 3 is your sister, your brother.
Some claim they are free to believe that the unborn are not human lives. That's fine.
But to claim the right to destroy them in practice is a different matter, no longer involving only beliefs, but
bloodshed, not only viewpoints, but victims.
Abortion is our problem, and the problem of every human being. We are one human family. Nobody can be neutral
on abortion. It involves the destruction of an entire group of human beings! Just as we cannot be indifferent to the
killing of a new born baby, so we cannot be indifferent to the killing of a preborn baby. We all share the
responsibility for people who are in danger. Injustice to any person in this world is injustice to every person!
Even when we understand this, we are often afraid to act. We can gain courage, however, from the story of the
Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) On the road from Jerusalem to Jericho, a man fell in with robbers. A priest and a
levite came by, but did not stop to help. Despite their knowledge of the Law and Prophets, they walked right by.
Why?
One of the reasons may be that they were afraid. The road from Jerusalem to Jericho is a dangerous road. Because
of its numerous steep curves, it lends itself to attacks by robbers who can easily hide not too far from their victims.
Perhaps the priests and levites who passed by that man asked themselves, "If I stop to help this man, what will
happen to me? Maybe the robbers who attacked him are still here. Maybe they're hiding just around the bend. This is
a dangerous road. I better keep going."
Sometimes we ask the same question. If I speak up too loudly about the victims of abortion, what will happen to me?
Will I face persecution, will I encounter opposition, will I lose popularity if I get involved in a cause like this?
And then the Good Samaritan came along, and he reversed the question. He didn't ask, "If I help this man, what will
happen to me?" The Good Samaritan asked, "If I do not help this man, what will happen to him?" And that's the
question for us. If I do not address this evil, what will happen to the unborn? If I do not get involved, what will
happen to those who are vulnerable, to those who are marginalized our society, those who are oppressed, those who
have no one to speak for them?
The abortion problem involves us all. Its solution must also involve us all. Get involved today!
"I swore never to be silent whenever and wherever human beings endure suffering and humiliation. We must always
take sides. Neutrality helps the oppressor, never the victim. Silence encourages the tormentor, never the
tormented." -- Elie Weisel, Holocaust survivor
https://www.priestsforlife.org/library/4371-abortion-none-of-your-business

We are up and running! However, we still could use
some help with our disinfecting the Church and the
checking in and sanitizing everyone’s hands that
comes into the Church, we REALLY need more help!
If you are willing to help us, please contact the Parish
Office and we will forward your information to the
Reopening Team! Thank you so much!
Please be Aware: The Ar chdiocese is allowing par ishes to open for
limited numbers of people for Mass, Reconciliation, Adoration, Funerals,
Baptisms and Weddings provided that the parish follow detailed
Archdiocesan procedures. Following Archdiocesan COVID-19 guidelines,
St. Lawrence has reopened on a limited basis. Worshipers are required to
wear masks, and practice social distancing staying six feet apart from one
another. Please see the Parish website for a complete list of guidelines.
While we will attempt to take appropriate precautions consistent with the
advice of public health authorities, Parishioners and guests should
understand that they assume the risk of contracting COVID-19 any time
they go out in public and that such precautions do not eliminate the risk of
infection.
Please be aware: Dispensation from Sunday Mass and Holy Days of
Obligation continues. We still advise that the elderly and those with
underlying medical conditions stay at home and participate through
livestreamed and televised Masses. We will continue to serve those who
cannot attend Mass in person by livestreaming our 5:00 PM Saturday
Mass on our Facebook page and posting to our webpage.
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January 17, 2021 - Second Sunday in
Ordinary Time:
In the Gospel today, Jesus asks “What are
you looking for?” Often, we are looking
for happiness in very selfish ways, but we find that
when we look for ways to make others happy, it is then
that we truly become happy.
As you place your gift in the Society of St. Vincent
de Paul poor box, know that you are a sign of God’s
love to those who are suffering, and you give them
reason to believe and to trust.
ALSO, PLEASE NOTE: ALSO, please note, that
due to the continuing COVID-19 virus, St. Vincent
de Paul WILL NOT be distributing any food for
January and February.

In honor of the Martin Luther
King Day holiday, the Parish
Office will be closed on
Monday, January 18, 2021.
We will reopen at 8:30 AM
on Tuesday, January 19.
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From: https://www.archstl.org/
the Parish Office.
Margaret Thorne
about-stewardship/bulletininserts/weekly-bible-reflections
STEWARDSHIP PRAYER

A Prayer for Our Country O Most
Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of Mercy,
at this most critical time, we entrust
the United States of America to your
loving care. Most Holy Mother, we beg
you to reclaim this land for the glory
of your Son. Overwhelmed with the
burden of the sins of our nation, we
cry to you from the depths of our
hearts and seek refuge in your
motherly protection. Look down with
mercy upon us and touch the hearts of
our people. Open our minds to the
great worth of human life and to the
responsibilities that accompany
human freedom. Free us from the
falsehoods that lead to the evil of
abortion and threaten the sanctity of
family life. Grant our country the
wisdom to proclaim that God’s law is
the foundation on which this nation
was founded, and that He alone is the
True Source of our cherished rights to
life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness. O Merciful Mother, give us
the courage to reject the culture of
death and the strength to build a new
Culture of Life. Amen.

From: https://https://
www.archstl.org/Portals/0/
Documents/Stewardship/
APrayerforOurCountry.pdf?
ver=2018-08-03-144453-517
PLANNED GIVING
Remember St. Lawrence O’Toole
in your estate plans. St. Lawrence

Liturgical Ministers

With
of in-person
Weekend,
Tuesday,
Thursday
We the
will return
not have
any Liturgical
Ministers
scheduled
until &
Saturday Masses, Massfurther
requests
will
be
rescheduled
starting
notice.
next weekend, and will be scheduled for Sunday, Tuesday,
Thursday & Saturday Masses until further notice. We will start
with the Mass Intentions that were already scheduled when
the shutdown occurred, and will continue until we are all
caught up. Any Masses currently scheduled for any other day will be
moved to the closest day.

Sunday, January 17
Intentions of the Theard Family req. by Family,
Betty Kulak req. by Joan & Herb Abbott,
Narcisco Chiong req. by Helen & Martin Sanchez
Tuesday, January 19
Celebrant’s Intentions
Thursday, January 21
Janice Egbers req. by Jane Fagan
Saturday, January 23,
Celebrant’s Intentions
Sunday,
January 24
Linda Davabaris, Annie Joseph Manaparambil
A Prayer for Those Serving in the Military
Lord, Hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect us.
Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for us in our time
of need. We ask this in the name of Jesus, Our Lord and Savior. Amen
2nd Lt. Christine Shirley—Air Force
Master Sergeant Michael McGeever—Air
Force
Master Sergeant Heriberto Garza—Army
Warrant Officer Mark Panozzo—Army

Airman 1st Class Christopher
Garbaciak—Air Force
Specialist Alisha D. Grezlik—Army
Corporal Michael L. Ford—Army
Corporal Whitney Thorne, Marines

If there are parishioners currently serving in the United States military, we would like to
know. Please contact the Parish Office @ 748-6090 x100 or slotparishoffice@slotoole.org,
and let us know the name of your dear one and they will be remembered in the prayers of
our community and the name posted in the bulletin. Please indicate branch of service and
rank.

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
The Cross of San Damiano ~~
St. Francis of Assisi prayed
before the cross and heard
the Lord say to him “Renew
My Church”

A Prayer for “Renew My
Church”
Lord Jesus, you speak to us today, as you
spoke to holy men and women who have
gone before us. In every age and in our own
time, you call to us and say: Renew My
Church.
Pour out the gift of your Holy Spirit upon us,
and so enable us
to hear you clearly
to listen to each other attentively
to imagine our future boldly
to discern your direction wisely
to persevere in your holy will
courageously
to stay together in charity
to surrender our own plans readily
to embrace the greater good
to hand on your gifts to future
generations.
May we remain in the holy company of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, the apostles, and all the
saints. May their example and presence
inspire us with patient confidence in the work
of your grace.
We ask this of you who live and reign with the
Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever. Amen

Reflecting on God’s Word
Once more we stand with John the Baptist and
learn from what he does. Watching Jesus walk
by, he says to two of his disciples, “Behold, the
Lamb of God.” And “the two disciples heard
what he said and followed Jesus” (John 1:36–37).
One was Andrew, who, in turn, goes to his
brother Simon and brings him to Jesus. And Jesus
gives him a new name, Cephas, which means “rock.”
A new life begins for Andrew and Simon, and most likely for the
other disciple as well, possibly either James or John (both were
fishermen with Peter and Andrew). It was clear to Jesus that they
were searching for something: “What are you looking for?” They
answered, “Teacher, where are you staying?” implying that it was
going to take more than a few minutes to answer that question.
Jesus took them in immediately: “Come, and you will see . . . And
they stayed with him that day” (John 1:38–39).
As we return to Ordinary Time, which comes from the Latin ordo
(“numbered”), we count the weeks off by numbers: Second
Sunday, Third Sunday, and so on. But “ordinary time” is lived in a
world touched by God’s grace. God continues to come into our
lives, if we would notice.
Like John pointing out Jesus to his two disciples, the old priest Eli
helps Samuel to understand that the Lord is entering the boy’s life
and tells him to respond, “Speak, LORD, for your servant is
listening” (1 Samuel 3:9). We bring each other to God, to Jesus
Christ, by being attentive to how God is at work among us. God
continues to work through each of us, and that is what makes
“ordinary time” continuously extraordinary.
—James A. Wallace, C.Ss.R.
Copyright © 2014, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Living God’s Word
Our prayer can be full of words, giving voice to our plans, our
needs, our desires. We can bring a lot of “help, help, help” or
“gimme, gimme, gimme” to prayer. Try just listening.
Copyright © 2014, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
Thomas E. Brabec
ATTORNEY

• Real Estate
• Wills • Trusts
• Estates

INTEREST
FREE
FINANCING
AVAILABLE
Please Ask
For Details

708.960.0580

brabeclaw@gmail.com
18154 Harwood Ave., Ste. 204, Homewood

www.LawOfficesOfThomasBrabec.com

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

MDMedAlert

Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

009235 St Lawrence O’toole Church (B)

*Guaranteed not to clog for as
long as you own your home, or
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Get it. And forget it.®
Since 1926

530 W. 14th St. (Rte. 30), Chicago Heights
708-481-9230
www.panozzobros.com

$19.

800.809.3352

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed
never to clog or
we’ll clean it for
FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
leaves, pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder
to clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not
a flimsy attachment

PANOZZO BROS. FUNERAL HOME

24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance Solutions as Low as
95 a month
✔Police ✔Fire
FREE Shipping
✔Friends/Family FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product
consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25.Offer sponsored by
LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and
installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18
years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons
must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID,
be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The
following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated
companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a
Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and
former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted
except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it
necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States
Mail or e-mailed within 30 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in
conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored
or promoted by Darden and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation.
Expires 03/31/21.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!

CALL
NOW!

Receive a $25 Darden card with
FREE in-home estimate

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

For further information,
please call the Parish Office.
www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter
708.652.1444

Sunrise Villa Olympia Fields

Best Work • Best Rates
WE DO ALL OUR OWN WORK
Since 1965

3633 Breakers Drive, Olympia Fields, IL 60461
INDEPENDENT LIVING | ASSISTED LIVING
Contact us to schedule a tour today:

Lic# 055-026066

(708) 747-3333
www.SunriseVillaOlympiaFields.com

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

KERR-PARZYGNOT

Your
ad

FUNERAL HOME
708-754-0016
Established 1891
540 Dixie Hwy. (Joe Orr Rd.) Chicago Hts.

• General & Cosmetic Dentistry
• Periodontics/Gum Treatment
• Implants - Partials & Dentures
• Gentle Professional Cleanings
• State-of-the-Art Technology

could
be in this
space!

FREE

Consults & Second Opinions

19815 Governors Highway, Flossmoor
708-794-4252 • SouthlandSmiles.com

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

Gerald C.
Schrementi P.C.
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
Personal and Business Services

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

708-748-2808

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

21504 Main St.
Matteson
WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress
and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup
of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car
and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor
he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?

Professional & Quality Automotive Care From Mahler’s Since 1914!

Mahler’s
Service Inc.

Mon-Fri 7am-5:30pm • Sat 7am-2pm

3627 W. 216th Street
Matteson, IL 60443

$10 OFF

Any Car Service of $50

$20 OFF

Any Car Service of $150

$30 OFF

Any Car Service of $250
Savings off regular prices

$19.95

Oil Change & Lube

Up to 5 Quarts of Oil
Synthetic & Diesel Oil
extra.

708.748.0282

Advertising here
helps your parish
& your business.
email: tuckerf@jspaluch.com www.jspaluch.com

Call Frank Tucker
312.502.6212

Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

The Most Complete Online
National Directory
of Catholic Parishes
CHECK IT OUT TODAY!
009235 St Lawrence O’toole Church (A)

•
•
•
•

Call Today!
www.jspaluch.com

One Free Month
No Long-Term Contract
Price Guarantee
Easy Self Installation

Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

This week at O’Toole
Sunday, January 17, 2021
10:00 AM: Mass

C

Monday, January 18, 2021
Tuesday, 19, 2021
8:30 AM: Mass

C

“He

(Andrew)
first found his
own brother
Simon and

C

Friday, January 22, 2021
Saturday, January 23, 2021
8:30 AM: Mass
5:00 PM: Mass

C
C

Sunday, January 24, 2021
10:00 AM: Mass

C

Our Weekly Offering for

Budgeted Weekly Goal:
Total Given Last Week:
Total Given
Electronically:
Total Offering:
Total PARISH PAY Users:

Sunday:

Second Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Monday:
Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day;
Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity
begins
Tuesday:
Julian Calendar
Theophany
(Epiphany)
Wednesday: St. Fabian;
St. Sebastian
Thursday:
St. Agnes
Friday:
Day of Prayer for the
Legal Protection of
Unborn Children
Saturday:
St. Vincent;
St. Marianne Cope
Readings for the Week

Wednesday, January 20, 2021
Thursday, January 21, 2021
8:30 AM: Mass

Saints and Special Observances

$ 8,076.00
$ 5,387.00
$ 2,400.00
$ 7,787.00
54

told him,
“We have
found the
Messiah”
- John 1:41

Monday:

Heb 5:1-10;
Ps 110:1-4;
Mk 2:18-22
Tuesday:
Heb 6:10-20;
Ps 111:1-2, 4-5,
9, 10c;
Mk 2:23-28
Wednesday: Heb 7:1-3, 15-17;
Ps 110:1-4; Mk 3:1-6
Thursday:
Heb 7:25 — 8:6;
Ps 40:7-10, 17;
Mk 3:7-12
Friday:
Heb 8:6-13;
Ps 85:8, 10-14;
Mk 3:13-19, or any
of a number of
readings for the Day
of Prayer
Saturday:
Heb 9:2-3, 11-14;
Ps 47:2-3, 6-9;
Mk 3:20-21
Sunday:
Jon 3:1-5, 10;
Ps 25:4-9;
1 Cor 7:29-31;
Mk 1:14-20

Sacramental Information:
Baptisms: The first and second Sunday of each month at 12:30 PM.
NOTE: Expectant parents should phone the Parish Office 2 months
before the birth of your baby to arrange for required Baptismal
Preparation Classes.
Weddings: Arrangements for Marriage should be made by calling the
Parish Office no later than four months prior to the proposed wedding
date. Attending Pre-Cana is required.
Funerals: Arrangements can be made by a family member by calling the
Parish Office.
Pastoral Care of the Sick: To arrange for communion to be brought to the sick, the elderly, and the homebound,
please call the Parish Office @ (708)748-6090.
Pro-Life Phone Numbers: Pregnancy Counseling Hotlines: Carenet/Heartbeat—1-800-395-HELP,
Birthright—1-800-550-4900, Project Rachel, (post-abortion healing) - 1-888-456-HOPE
Natural Family Planning information: St. Mary’s Hospital in Kankakee—call David & Elba (815) 939-0949, St. Stephen’s
in Tinley Park—call Jeff & Linda (708) 633-7392, For Spanish classes—call Don & Fidelia (630)628-9850. For more
information or to order the Couple to Couple League Home Study Course please call (800) 745-8252.

