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TRANSFIGURATION
Even after all of the 50+ years of celebrating the Trans iguration of Jesus (our gospel for this 2nd
Sunday of Lent), I still felt I needed to look up the of icial de inition of the word trans igure. It
means “to transform into something more beautiful or elevated.” The story takes place on Mount
Tabor. John, James, and Peter were along with Jesus at the time when He is trans igured. If you
can, try to imagine a bright, sunny day after a snowstorm. That re lection of the sun off of the new
snow is a blinding white light. It makes for very poor vision, sometimes even while wearing
sunglasses. It’s rough! That would be at least similar to what Peter, James, and John would have
seen. It was so bright they had to hide their faces for a moment for the shock of that bright light.
St. Mark tells us that Jesus’ clothes became just as bright as the light that blinded the Apostles.
The common thread between St. Mark and St. Matthew’s accounts of the Trans iguration is that
Jesus is seen by the Apostles speaking with Moses and Elijah. They represent, of course, the Law
and the Prophets. Jesus, in the story of the Road to Emmaus in the Gospel of Luke, tells the two
disciples walking with Him that everything Moses taught about God’s Law and everything the
Prophets spoke of thru the centuries was leading to that time. They were pointing everyone in
Jesus’ direction. Peter’s exclamation of “Lord, it is good that we are here…” doesn’t mean that he
understood what was happening at that time. In essence, we can look at this event not as Jesus
transforming into something more beautiful (as would be by de inition) but that Jesus ELEVATES
the Law and the Prophets to something more – their ful illment.
Here is where we “let go and let God.”
The Father uses Jesus, God’s Son, as an instrument in order to gift Peter, James, and John with a
new vision of Him. We are not tasked with letting go of the past as if it doesn’t matter. The past is
a part of us at all times. However, if we let God’s charge to the disciples, and to us, take root in our
hearts (“This is my Son. Listen to Him.”), then we let go of our former understanding of the Old
Testament writings and as we listen to Jesus, we gain an elevated understanding of what Moses
and the Prophets were seeking to teach us about the Father.
Now I know that sounds like I’m talking in circles, and I am, because the previous paragraph
begins with the Father gifting us with THE instrument to teach us about the Father. I said it last
week – If we let God, and we work with His grace, then
letting go of the various headaches and heartaches of life, especially during Lent, makes perfect
sense and the praying, fasting, and almsgiving become more of a habit, and not a burden.

Stay the course and let God,
Fr. Mike
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Prayer Before Mass
Heavenly Father, You have gathered us together at
St. Lawrence O’Toole
To be Your visible life in the world.
Here we unite in worship, proclaim Your word, celebrate the Eucharist and are sent forth to
share Your love and make disciples.
Lord, we take Your great commission seriously and long for our Parish to be so on-fire that we
draw people to You.
Help us in that endeavor, as we strive to work together. Please make our Parish amazing, through Your
power and Your grace. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Our Lent 2021 activities
will look quite a bit
different this year due
to the COVID-19
Pandemic. Please take a
moment to read about
the differences as explained by Fr. Mike here:
Brothers and sisters, we’ve told you more than a
few times that COVID-19 has invaded many, many
areas of our daily life. It invaded the way we’ve
done church since March 13, 2020. Face
coverings, face shields, hand sanitizer for all,
sanitizing the pews after every Mass or service in
the Church, social distancing between families
who don’t live in the same home, and no
congregational singing – it’s all so backward from
how we have been living our lives (many of us for
a good 50+ years).

and March 19th. At those services, only the leader
of the prayer will be moving from Station to
Station. Everyone else must remain in their seat.
That is the biggest change. We will have recorded
the Stations and have posted them on the Parish
Facebook page so that you can pray them at any
time.
There will be more instruction for Palm Sunday
and Holy Week later.
Thanks,
Rev. Michael J. Novick
Stations of the Cross, Friday,
March 5 & Friday, March 19
Lenten Regulations
(from February 17, 2021 [Ash
Wednesday] to the Paschal

Triduum)
Abstinence from meat is to be observed by all
As far as Soup & Prayer, unfortunately, this year
Catholics 14 years old and older on Ash
we will be unable to have this wonderful event.
Wednesday and on all the Fridays of Lent. Fasting
This is, again, in keeping with the guidelines set
is to be observed on Ash Wednesday by all
down by the Archdiocese and the State of Illinois. Catholics who are 18 years of age but not yet 59.
We apologize and are very sad for the loss of this Those who are bound by this may take only one
wonderful, faith-sharing event.
full meal. Two smaller meals are permitted if
necessary to maintain strength according to one’s
As for Stations of the Cross,
needs, but eating solid foods between meals is not
many places have cancelled
permitted. The special Paschal fast, as well as
them altogether. We,
abstinence, are prescribed for Good Friday and
however, still have two dates encouraged for Holy Saturday.
left for Stations—March 5th

This week
our special
collection
supports
the
Church in Central and Eastern Europe. Your donation today helps restore
the Church and build the future in more than 25 countries still struggling to
recover from former communist rule. Funds from this Collection support
reconstruction, education, formation, and poverty outreach. Please be generous to the Collection today. For more information, please visit
www.usccb.org/ccee.
February 28, 2021
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We are up and running! However, we still could use some help with our disinfecting the
Church and the checking in and sanitizing everyone’s hands that comes into the Church,
we REALLY need more help! If you are willing to help us, please contact the Parish
Office and we will forward your information to the Reopening Team! Thank you so
much!
Please be Aware:
The Archdiocese is allowing parishes to open for limited numbers of people for Mass,
Reconciliation, Adoration, Funerals, Baptisms and Weddings provided that the parish follow detailed
Archdiocesan procedures. Following Archdiocesan COVID-19 guidelines, St. Lawrence has reopened on a
limited basis. Worshipers are required to wear masks, and practice social distancing staying six feet apart
from one another. Please see the Parish website for a complete list of guidelines.
While we will attempt to take appropriate precautions consistent with the advice of public health authorities,
Parishioners and guests should understand that they assume the risk of contracting COVID-19 any time they
go out in public and that such precautions do not eliminate the risk of infection.
Please be aware: Dispensation from Sunday Mass and Holy Days of Obligation continues. We still advise that
the elderly and those with underlying medical conditions stay at home and participate through livestreamed
and televised Masses. We will continue to serve those who cannot attend Mass in person by livestreaming our
5:00 PM Saturday Mass on our Facebook page and posting to our webpage.
February 28, 2021 - Second
Sunday of Lent:
Lent is a call not just to “give up
something” but more important to
“give something for the poor.”
Wherever you live in the parish,
there are poor families within walking distance
of your home. When in need, they ring the
rectory bell. They are, in effect, ringing your
doorbell.
Your almsgiving in the St. Vincent de Paul poor
box will help the poor to celebrate the grace
of God’s love this Easter.

Pro-Life News

1st FRIDAY EUCHARISTIC
ADORATION is this Friday,
March 5, from 9:00 AM until
1:00 PM, ending with
Benediction. Being mindful
of our duty as faithful
stewards, please remember
EVERYONE WILL BE REQUIRED
TO WEAR A MASK TO ADORATION, please
keep social distancing, and please follow
the directions of the greeters.
THERE WILL NOT BE A NEED TO REGISTER
FOR ADORATION.
But you will still need to sign-in and have
your hands sanitized, and observe social
distancing.
“Only in adoration can a profound and
genuine reception mature. And it is precisely
this personal encounter with the Lord that
then strengthens the social mission contained
in the Eucharist.”
(Sacramentum Caritatis)
February 28, 2021
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Parish in their
Living
Stewardship estate

Pray for

The recently deceased

Mary Kuziel, Rosemarie Drahos
plans. If you
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
February 28, would like to
Bill Anderson, Carol Betts, Gloria Bucek,
include SLOT
and the
2021
Adelaide
Buenafe, Hannah Butler, Marge Buttice,
sick….
2nd Sunday of in your plans,
Jack & Delores Cappozzo, Irving Chambers,
please contact
Lent
Rosario Chi, Nona Cotrell, Justine Daniel,
the Parish
Les Easter, Jane Fagan, Marlene Franzese, Irene Gehrke, Katie
Office.
Hofkamp, Corky Johnson, Evalena Jones,
“’Here I am!’
Mary
Elizabeth
Jones, Barb Jostes, Kim Kahl, Kathy Kent,
he answered.”- Genesis 22:11

It is easy to say, “Here I am,
Lord,” when we are kneeling in
church. But how easy is it to
say “Here I am, Lord,” when a
neighbor needs our help, when we
are invited to join a parish ministry,
or when we are asked to provide
financial support? Often times we
are called when it’s not convenient
for us. Discipleship is not always
easy, most of the time it will make
us uncomfortable and vulnerable.
From: https://www.archstl.org/
about-stewardship/bulletininserts/weekly-bible-reflections

STEWARDSHIP PRAYER
Live in My Life Prayer Lord, I invite
you to live in my life today. Here
is my face – smile through it. Here
is my mouth – speak to someone
with it. Here are my ears – listen
to someone with them. Here is my
heart – love someone with it. Here
are my hands – touch someone
with them. Here are my arms –
hug someone with them. Here are
my feet – walk with them this day.
Amen.
From: https://
www.stewardshiparchkck.org/
file/living-faith---documents/
Stewardship-Prayers.pdf

PLANNED GIVING
Remember St. Lawrence O’Toole
in your estate plans. St. Lawrence
O’Toole has been blessed over the
years to have received some
generous gifts from parishioners
and friends who have included our

Marion & Rita King, Irene & Robert Kucharski, Theresa
Kukosh, Ed & Linda Ladewski, Dorothy Lassa,
Betty Maciukenas, Mickey May-Taylor,
Dennis & Allison McGlone, Marge Neel, Judy Philip,
John Pirelli, Phil Pursley, Kameryn Raspberry,
Donald Recupido, LaCora Rodgers, Dawn Rowe, Jovita
Sanchez, Liddie Sanders, Elizabeth Scampini, Chuck & Mary
Seputis, Mary Slayton, Terese Styczynski, Mara Subasic, Diane
Sutkowski, Carol Targia, Margaret Thorne
Liturgical Ministers

We will not have any Liturgical Ministers scheduled until
further notice.
With the return of in-person Weekend, Tuesday, Thursday &
Saturday Masses, Mass requests will be rescheduled starting
next weekend, and will be scheduled for Sunday, Tuesday, Thursday &
Saturday Masses until further notice. We will start with the Mass
Intentions that were already scheduled when the shutdown occurred,
and will continue until we are all caught up. Any Masses currently
scheduled for any other day will be moved to the closest day.

Sunday, February 28
Heinz Family req. by Lorre Ingemansen,
Claroy Campbell req. by Marie Williams
Tuesday, March 2
Celebrant’s Intentions
Thursday, March 4
Celebrant’s Intentions
Saturday, March 5
Celebrant’s Intentions
Sunday, March 7
Brandon Wolf, Elaine Hilliard, Claroy Campbell
A Prayer for Those Serving in the Military
Lord, Hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect us.
Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for us in our time
of need. We ask this in the name of Jesus, Our Lord and Savior. Amen
2nd Lt. Christine Shirley—Air Force
Master Sergeant Michael McGeever—Air
Force
Master Sergeant Heriberto Garza—Army
Warrant Officer Mark Panozzo—Army

Airman 1st Class Christopher
Garbaciak—Air Force
Specialist Alisha D. Grezlik—Army
Corporal Michael L. Ford—Army
Corporal Whitney Thorne, Marines

If there are parishioners currently serving in the United States military, we would like to
know. Please contact the Parish Office @ 748-6090 x100 or slotparishoffice@slotoole.org,
and let us know the name of your dear one and they will be remembered in the prayers of
our community and the name posted in the bulletin. Please indicate branch of service and
rank.

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
The Cross of San Damiano ~~
St. Francis of Assisi prayed
before the cross and heard
the Lord say to him “Renew
My Church”

A Prayer for “Renew My
Church”
Lord Jesus, you speak to us today, as you
spoke to holy men and women who have
gone before us. In every age and in our own
time, you call to us and say: Renew My
Church.
Pour out the gift of your Holy Spirit upon us,
and so enable us
to hear you clearly
to listen to each other attentively
to imagine our future boldly
to discern your direction wisely
to persevere in your holy will
courageously
to stay together in charity
to surrender our own plans readily
to embrace the greater good
to hand on your gifts to future
generations.
May we remain in the holy company of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, the apostles, and all the
saints. May their example and presence
inspire us with patient confidence in the work
of your grace.
We ask this of you who live and reign with the
Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever. Amen

Reflecting on God’s Word

Two of today’s readings take us up a mountain.
Mountains are sacred places in the scriptures.
Moses meets the God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob on Mt. Sinai. Elijah has an experience of
this same life-giving God on Mt. Horeb. Today
Abraham goes up Mt. Moriah in obedience to
God’s command to “take your son Isaac, your
only one, whom you love” (Genesis 22:2) and
offer him there as a holocaust.
It is hard to get past this reading today and focus only on the story
of the Transfiguration. This story of God testing Abraham to see if
Abraham will obey is a story of great anguish. “See” is an
important word here: Moriah means “the place of seeing.”
Abraham responds to Isaac’s question about a victim, saying God
will provide, a word rooted in the Latin word for seeing. God will
see to it that there is a victim, just as God will see that Abraham
is obedient in all things.
Seeing also takes place on Mt. Tabor. Peter, James, and John see
Jesus in glory, his clothes dazzlingly white; they see him speaking
with Moses and Elijah, representing the law and the prophets; and
they see a cloud overshadowing them, and hear a voice calling for
their obedience: “This is my beloved Son. Listen to him” (Mark
9:7).
With them, we are invited to see Jesus as the beloved Son whom
the Father “did not spare . . . but handed over for us all,” as Paul
reminds us (Romans 8:32). The mystery of the Cross and
Resurrection is an invitation to see God’s love for all God’s
beloved children and trust in it.
—James A. Wallace, C.Ss.R.
Copyright © 2014, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Living God’s Word

God of Abraham and Sarah, of Isaac and Rebekah, of Jacob and
Rachel, God and Father of our Lord, give us a glimpse of the glory
that you have prepared for all who trust in you and remain faithful
to you. Strengthen us to walk through any darkness that may
threaten our ability to believe.
Copyright © 2014, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
Thomas E. Brabec
ATTORNEY

• Real Estate
• Wills • Trusts
• Estates

INTEREST
FREE
FINANCING
AVAILABLE
Please Ask
For Details

708.960.0580

brabeclaw@gmail.com
18154 Harwood Ave., Ste. 204, Homewood

www.LawOfficesOfThomasBrabec.com

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

MDMedAlert

Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

009235 St Lawrence O’toole Church (B)

*Guaranteed not to clog for as
long as you own your home, or
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Get it. And forget it.®
Since 1926

530 W. 14th St. (Rte. 30), Chicago Heights
708-481-9230
www.panozzobros.com

$19.

800.809.3352

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed
never to clog or
we’ll clean it for
FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
leaves, pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder
to clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not
a flimsy attachment

PANOZZO BROS. FUNERAL HOME

24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance Solutions as Low as
95 a month
✔Police ✔Fire
FREE Shipping
✔Friends/Family FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product
consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25.Offer sponsored by
LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and
installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18
years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons
must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID,
be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The
following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated
companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a
Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and
former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted
except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it
necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States
Mail or e-mailed within 30 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in
conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored
or promoted by Darden and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation.
Expires 03/31/21.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!

CALL
NOW!

Receive a $25 Darden card with
FREE in-home estimate

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter
708.652.1444

Sunrise Villa Olympia Fields

Best Work • Best Rates
WE DO ALL OUR OWN WORK
Since 1965

3633 Breakers Drive, Olympia Fields, IL 60461
INDEPENDENT LIVING | ASSISTED LIVING
Contact us to schedule a tour today:

Lic# 055-026066

(708) 747-3333
www.SunriseVillaOlympiaFields.com

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

KERR-PARZYGNOT
FUNERAL HOME
708-754-0016
Established 1891
540 Dixie Hwy. (Joe Orr Rd.) Chicago Hts.

• General & Cosmetic Dentistry
• Periodontics/Gum Treatment
• Implants - Partials & Dentures
• Gentle Professional Cleanings
• State-of-the-Art Technology

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.
For further information,
please call the Parish Office.

FREE

Consults & Second Opinions

19815 Governors Highway, Flossmoor
708-794-4252 • SouthlandSmiles.com

Gerald C.
Schrementi P.C.
Medical Alert System

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
•
•
•
•

Call Today!

The Most Complete Online
National Directory
of Catholic Parishes
CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

One Free Month
No Long-Term Contract
Price Guarantee
Easy Self Installation

Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

✂

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress
and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup
of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car
and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor
he ADVERTISES it for sale.

Personal and Business Services

708-748-2808
21504 Main St.
Matteson

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad” and Present It
The Next Time You Patronize One of Our Advertisers

See

Your Ad

in

Thank you for advertising in our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business because of it!

COLOR

Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.621.5197

WHY IS IT?

Professional & Quality Automotive Care From Mahler’s Since 1914!

Mahler’s
Service Inc.

Mon-Fri 7am-5:30pm • Sat 7am-2pm

3627 W. 216th Street
Matteson, IL 60443

$10 OFF

Any Car Service of $50

$20 OFF

Any Car Service of $150

$30 OFF

Any Car Service of $250
Savings off regular prices

$19.95

Oil Change & Lube

Up to 5 Quarts of Oil
Synthetic & Diesel Oil
extra.

708.748.0282

Your
ad
could
be in this
space!
009235 St Lawrence O’toole Church (A)

What We Can Offer You and Your Business:
• Many ad size options to meet your budget in color or black and white
• One-on-one customer service to help build and design your ad
• The ability to change your ad up to 12 times per year

J.S. Paluch Company

1.800.621.5197

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe
Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.
www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

This week at O’Toole
Sunday, February 28, 2021
10:00 AM: Mass

C

Monday, March 1, 2021
Tuesday, March 2, 2021
8:30 AM: Mass

C

“I will bless
you and
make your
descendants
as countless
as the stars
of the sky…”

Wednesday, March 3, 2021
Thursday, March 4, 2021
8:30 AM: Mass

C

Friday, March 5, 2021
9:
Saturday, March 6, 2021
8:30 AM: Mass
5:00 PM: Mass

C
C

Sunday, March 7, 2021
10:00 AM: Mass

C

Our Weekly Offering for

Budgeted Weekly Goal:
Total Given Last Week:
Total Given
Electronically:
Total Offering:
Total PARISH PAY Users:

$ 8,076.00
$ 4,369.00
$ 687.00
$ 5,056.00
54

- Genesis 22:17

Saints and Special Observances
Sunday:
2nd Sunday of Lent;
Penitential Rite for
Candidates for Full
Communion
Wednesday: St. Katharine Drexel
Thursday:
St. Casimir
Friday:
First Friday;
World Day of Prayer;
Abstinence
Saturday:
First Saturday
Readings for the Week
Monday:

Dn 9:4b-10;
Ps 79:8, 9, 11, 13;
Lk 6:36-38
`Is 1:10, 16-20;
Tuesday:
Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17,
21, 23;
Mt 23:1-12
Wednesday: Jer 18:18-20;
Ps 31:5-6, 14-16;
Mt 20:17-28
Thursday:
Jer 17:5-10;
Ps 1:1-4, 6;
Lk 16:19-31
Friday:
Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a,
17b-28a;
Ps 105:16-21;
Mt 21:33-43, 45-46
Saturday:
Mi 7:14-15, 18-20;
Ps 103:1-4, 9-12;
Lk 15:1-3, 11-32
Sunday:
Ex 20:1-17
[1-3, 7-8, 12-17];
Ps 19:8-11;
1 Cor 1:22-25;
Jn 2:13-25
Alternate readings
(Year A): Ex 17:3-7;
Ps 95:1-2, 6-9;
Rom 5:1-2, 5-8;
Jn 4:5-42 [5-15,
19b-26, 39a, 40-42]

Sacramental Information:
Baptisms: The first and second Sunday of each month at 12:30 PM.
NOTE: Expectant parents should phone the Parish Office 2 months
before the birth of your baby to arrange for required Baptismal
Preparation Classes.
Weddings: Arrangements for Marriage should be made by calling the
Parish Office no later than four months prior to the proposed wedding
date. Attending Pre-Cana is required.
Funerals: Arrangements can be made by a family member by calling the Parish Office.
Pastoral Care of the Sick: To arrange for communion to be brought to the sick, the elderly, and the homebound,
please call the Parish Office @ (708)748-6090.
Pro-Life Phone Numbers: Pregnancy Counseling Hotlines: Carenet/Heartbeat—1-800-395-HELP,
Birthright—1-800-550-4900, Project Rachel, (post-abortion healing) - 1-888-456-HOPE
Natural Family Planning information: St. Mary’s Hospital in Kankakee—call David & Elba (815) 939-0949, St. Stephen’s
in Tinley Park—call Jeff & Linda (708) 633-7392, For Spanish classes—call Don & Fidelia (630)628-9850. For more
information or to order the Couple to Couple League Home Study Course please call (800) 745-8252.

