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EASTER IS HERE! LET GOD! THANK GOD!
Brothers and sisters, the whole business of Renew My Church was meant to be an experience
and an exercise in dying and rising. As I watched things unfold in our virtual meetings and
conversations with the discernment teams from all eight Parishes, the dying piece to the
process became very apparent – some people we’ve known and loved would experience
death of a different sort. There would be closing and consolidations of Parishes. I think we
all knew that ,in one form or another, from the day Cardinal Cupich began Renew My
Church practically from the day he was installed as archbishop. The question that became
quite clear from our meetings of just who would succumb and “die.”
Each person on the discernment team actually died a little bit at each meeting. That dying
came in the form of uncertainty and waiting. In other words, without definitive answers to
that burning question of attrition and the sting of territorialism, everyone’s hair grayed
more and more.
The people who volunteered to be on the discernment team from all of the parishes gave of
their wisdom, analysis, blood, sweat, and tears. There were many times when the tone of
our meetings became quite tense, too. I give a lot of credit to the people who really
worked hard to help the process run as smoothly as they could. If there was a super-tense
discussion going on by the end of one meeting, all participants may have left with a sour
taste in their mouths, but usually by the next meeting there didn’t seem to be held-over
animosity (even if there actually was, it didn’t rear its ugliness). It was true proof of God’s
grace at work. It was proof that we could still see each other as brothers and sisters in
Christ. Lots of siblings fight and argue, but when it comes to hard times, family bonds take
hold of situations more often than not.
I’ve mentioned that the East side Parishes of St. Ann in Lansing, St. John in Glenwood, and
St. James in Sauk Village have their work cut out for them. The Parishes in Chicago Heights
– Sts. Kieran, Agnes, and Paul – also will hit many potholes along the way. I ask you to say
prayers and thank God for Fr. John Siemenowski, Fr. Orlando Flores, Fr. Bill McFarlane, and
Fr. Dave Krolczyk who will be transitioning out of their current assignments. Pray for Fr.
Mark Kalema and Fr. Gary Graf who will be shepherding those new entities through the
coming months and years. Those communities they’ve been with will need to find a way to
accept the grace of the Holy Spirit and rise with Jesus Christ in the Easter season that will
lead us to Pentecost.
Please pray for the Parishes of St. Anne in Hazel Crest, Infant Jesus of Prague in Flossmoor,
St. Joseph in Homewood, St. Emeric in Country Club Hills, AND St. Irenaeus in Park Forest.
Together with our Parish, we will be embarking on another round of Renew My Church
starting in the late Summer of this year. The first four of those Parishes have many of the
same concerns we had from the beginning, and I’m sure St. Irenaeus has many questions and
concerns of their own. Whatever the future is for our neighboring communities, Jesus’
Resurrection tells us that HOPE is our goal. It’s not easy, but we will rise with Him when we
realize our earthly reality is not our destination. Heaven and basking in God’s glory is.

RISE!
Fr. Mike
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Prayer Before Mass
Heavenly Father, You have gathered us together at
St. Lawrence O’Toole
To be Your visible life in the world.
Here we unite in worship, proclaim Your word, celebrate the Eucharist and are sent forth to
share Your love and make disciples.
Lord, we take Your great commission seriously and long for our Parish to be so on-fire that we
draw people to You.
Help us in that endeavor, as we strive to work together. Please make our Parish amazing, through Your
power and Your grace. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Office of the Archbishop
835 North Rush Street
Chicago, IL 60611-2030
312.534.8230
archchicago.org

Easter 2021
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
Once again this year we celebrate Easter in the midst of a pandemic, in a time of social unrest, and
in a period of natural disasters that seem to be consequences of climate change. So, our mood may
be somber or even sad. Still, there are reasons for hope and optimism. The vaccines are
addressing the pandemic. Our commitment to justice for all people can reshape our life together.
And each of us can do our part in making a difference to forestall climate change. But there are
even stronger foundations of hope for us as people of faith and followers of Jesus.
In the Resurrection of Jesus, we begin to share in the victory of life over death, grace over sin, and
hope over despair. In faith, we know the direction of our future. Although we cannot and ought not to
deny our struggles, we move forward through them with a resilient confidence rooted in the power of
the Risen Lord Jesus.
At the Easter Vigil during the lighting of the Paschal candle from the new fire, I pray in your name:
“May the light of Christ rising in glory dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds.” And I will
continue to raise that prayer to God for all of us in this holy season. Join me in that same prayer and
lift up your petition with a confident and trusting heart.
May God bless, keep, and protect you and your loved ones.
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Cardinal Blase J. Cupich
Archbishop of Chicago

April 4, 2021 - Easter Sunday:
Today as we celebrate the feast of Easter we find the challenge of also seeing and
believing the resurrection that comes through our own lives of self-sacrifice which
brings new life to others.

As you place your gift in the Society of St. Vincent de Paul Poor Box,
know that you are a sign of God’s love to those who are suffering and you give them
Easter hope and joy.
April 4, 2021
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More Than a Day:
What the Easter
Octave Teaches Us
Happy Easter! Don’t forget
that Easter is more than
just one day — it’s an
entire season of the Church
year that begins with the
Easter Octave. The Gospel
readings during the Octave
include some of the most
beautiful passages of
scripture from the time
after Jesus’ Resurrection
and His first encounters
with His friends and
disciples. These readings
remind us of the
importance of Jesus’
Resurrection and the power
of living out His message
here on earth. Jesus
appeared to His friends and
disciples so that they might
continue to share the Good

News in word and deed
with everyone they meet.
We reflect on these
readings every Easter
Octave to strengthen our
own faith and to connect
with stories of Resurrection
and hope that can inspire
how we live our lives and
practice our faith every
day.
Easter Sunday — Jesus’ tomb
is empty
John 20:1-9
Spiritual essence: Death is
not the end of the story.

look for Christ in others.
Thursday — Jesus shows His
wounds to His disciples
Luke 24:35-48
Spiritual essence: Look for
Christ in the midst of the
mess.
Friday — Jesus helps His
disciples fish and feeds them
John 21:1-14
Spiritual essence: Build your
hopes on Christ.

Saturday — Jesus tell His
disciples to proclaim the
Gospel
Monday — Jesus meets up with Mark 16:9-15
the Marys after He is risen
Spiritual essence: True
Matthew 28:8-15
strength is sharing joy,
Spiritual essence: Our God is love, hope, and kindness.
a God of surprises!
Divine Mercy Sunday —
Tuesday — Mary Magdalene
Thomas puts his hand into
does not recognize Jesus
Jesus’ wounds so that he may
John 20:11-18
believe Christ is truly risen
Spiritual essence: Walk by
John 20:19-31
faith and not by sight.
Spiritual essence: Doubt is not
an enemy of faith, but
Wednesday — Jesus meets two
disengagement is.
disciples on the road to
From: https://bustedhalo.com/
Emmaus
ministry-resources/
Luke 24:13-15
day-easter-octaveSpiritual essence: Always
teaches-us

The
Catechism
of the
Catholic Church states:
"Since the first century
the Church has affirmed
the moral evil of every procured
abortion. This teaching has not
changed and remains unchangeable.
Direct abortion, that is to say,
abortion willed either as an end or a
means, is gravely contrary to the
moral law" (No. 2271).
Pro-Life
News

From: https://www.usccb.org/issues-andaction/human-life-and-dignity/abortion/
respect-for-unborn-human-life
April 4, 2021
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Living
Stewardship

PLANNED GIVING

Pray for

The recently deceased

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Remember St.
Bill
Anderson, Carol Betts, Sarah Binning,
Lawrence O’Toole in and the
April 4,
Gloria Bucek, Adelaide Buenafe,
sick….
your estate plans. St.
2021
Hannah Butler, Marge Buttice,
Lawrence O’Toole
Easter
Jack & Delores Cappozzo, Irving Chambers, Rosario Chi,
has been blessed over
Sunday
Nona Cotrell, Justine Daniel, Les Easter, Jane Fagan,
the years to have
Marlene Franzese, Irene Gehrke, Katie Hofkamp,
Corky Johnson, Evalena Jones, Mary Elizabeth Jones,
received some
“Think of
Barb Jostes, Kim Kahl, Kathy Kent,
generous gifts from
what is
Irene
& Robert Kucharski, Theresa Kukosh,
parishioners and
above, not of what is on earth.” Ed
& Linda Ladewski, Dorothy Lassa,
friends who have
COLOSSIANS 3:2
Betty
Maciukenas, Mickey May-Taylor,
included our Parish in
Dennis & Allison McGlone, Marge Neel, Judy Philip,
On this day we thank God for His Son, their estate plans. If
John Pirelli, Phil Pursley, Kameryn Raspberry,
you would like to
Jesus, who died, rose and opened the
Donald Recupido, Marylou Reniguntala,
include SLOT in
LaCora Rodgers, Dawn Rowe, Jovita Sanchez,
gates of heaven for us. We celebrate
Liddie Sanders, Elizabeth Scampini,
and sing “Alleluia.” Let’s try to keep your plans, please
contact
the
Parish
Chuck
&
Mary
Seputis, Mary Slayton, Terese Styczynski,
the joy of this Easter season in our
Mara
Subasic, Diane Sutkowski,
Office.
hearts throughout the year! Pray daily
Carol Targia, Margaret Thorne
and listen for how God is calling each
of us to joyfully use our gifts to fulfill
Liturgical Ministers
His salvation plan.
With the return of in-person Weekend, Tuesday, Thursday &
From: https://www.ar chstl.or g/
We will not
haveMass
any requests
Liturgicalwill
Ministers
scheduledstarting
until
Saturday
Masses,
be rescheduled
about-stewardship/bulletin-inserts/
further
notice.
next
weekend,
and
will
be
scheduled
for
Sunday,
Tuesday,
weekly-bible-reflections

STEWARDSHIP PRAYER
Prayer for Stewardship of Treasure
Lord Jesus, You came to tell us that
the meaning of life consists in giving.
You told us that those who cling too
tightly to what they have – without
thought for You or others – end up
losing everything.
You gave us new values by which to
measure the worth of a person’s life.
Help us to realize it is not temporal
success or riches or fame that gives life
meaning.
Rather it is the service rendered to You
and to others that brings fulfillment
and makes our lives worthwhile.
May all our activity help build God’s
kingdom: our obedience bring true
freedom, our generosity increase love,
our sacrifice bear generous fruit, our
death lead to eternal life.
From: https://www.allhallows.com/
stewardship/stewardship-prayers/

Thursday & Saturday Masses until further notice. We will start
with the Mass Intentions that were already scheduled when
the shutdown occurred, and will continue until we are all
caught up. Any Masses currently scheduled for any other day will be
moved to the closest day.

Sunday, April 4
Steven Dannels req. by The Dannels Family,
Bill Gray req. by Lyn Gray
Tuesday, April 6
Celebrant’s Intentions
Thursday, April 8
Celebrant’s Intentions
Saturday, April 10
Celebrant’s Intentions
Sunday, April 11
Celebrant’s Intentions
A Prayer for Those Serving in the Military
Lord, Hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect us.
Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for us in our time
of need. We ask this in the name of Jesus, Our Lord and Savior. Amen
2nd Lt. Christine Shirley—Air Force
Master Sergeant Michael McGeever—Air
Force
Master Sergeant Heriberto Garza—Army
Warrant Officer Mark Panozzo—Army

Airman 1st Class Christopher
Garbaciak—Air Force
Specialist Alisha D. Grezlik—Army
Corporal Michael L. Ford—Army
Corporal Whitney Thorne, Marines

If there are parishioners currently serving in the United States military, we would like to
know. Please contact the Parish Office @ 748-6090 x100 or slotparishoffice@slotoole.org,
and let us know the name of your dear one and they will be remembered in the prayers of
our community and the name posted in the bulletin. Please indicate branch of service and
rank.

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
The Cross of San Damiano ~~
St. Francis of Assisi prayed
before the cross and heard
the Lord say to him “Renew
My Church”

A Prayer for “Renew My
Church”
Lord Jesus, you speak to us today, as you
spoke to holy men and women who have
gone before us. In every age and in our own
time, you call to us and say: Renew My
Church.
Pour out the gift of your Holy Spirit upon us,
and so enable us
to hear you clearly
to listen to each other attentively
to imagine our future boldly
to discern your direction wisely
to persevere in your holy will
courageously
to stay together in charity
to surrender our own plans readily
to embrace the greater good
to hand on your gifts to future
generations.

Reflecting on God’s Word

The conviction and enthusiasm of
eyewitness accounts gives them a certain
ring of truth. Yet the more eyewitnesses
there are, the more variance there may
be in the details reported. Different
witnesses may have seen different
things—or seen things differently—but
they usually agree on the fundamental truth about
what happened.
The Easter scriptures record the eyewitness accounts
of Mary Magdalene, John, and Peter. Their credibility
rests not on the precise details, but on the conviction
and enthusiasm of the eyewitnesses. It is their belief in
the Resurrection that convinces others to believe.
Like these scriptural eyewitnesses, today’s believers
are also “witnesses chosen by God in advance, who ate
and drank with him after he rose from the dead” (Acts
10:41). We are called to “testify that he is the one
appointed by God” (10:42) by giving eyewitness
accounts of how the Spirit of the risen Christ is alive
today. Our accounts may not agree in every detail, but
the core truth will be the same, that Jesus Christ is
risen indeed!
—Virginia Stillwell
Copyright © 2014, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

May we remain in the holy company of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, the apostles, and all the
saints. May their example and presence
inspire us with patient confidence in the work
of your grace.
We ask this of you who live and reign with the
Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever. Amen

Living God’s Word

“Christ is risen!” was once a common greeting on
Easter morning. The expected reply, “Risen indeed!”
communicated the conviction of an eyewitness. Have
you been an eyewitness to the Resurrection? Have you
given your account so that others might believe?
Copyright © 2014, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
Thomas E. Brabec
ATTORNEY

• Real Estate
• Wills • Trusts
• Estates

INTEREST
FREE
FINANCING
AVAILABLE
Please Ask
For Details

708.960.0580

brabeclaw@gmail.com
18154 Harwood Ave., Ste. 204, Homewood

www.LawOfficesOfThomasBrabec.com

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

MDMedAlert

Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

009235 St Lawrence O’toole Church (B)

*Guaranteed not to clog for as
long as you own your home, or
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Get it. And forget it.®
Since 1926

530 W. 14th St. (Rte. 30), Chicago Heights
708-481-9230
www.panozzobros.com

$19.

800.809.3352

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed
never to clog or
we’ll clean it for
FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
leaves, pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder
to clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not
a flimsy attachment

PANOZZO BROS. FUNERAL HOME

24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance Solutions as Low as
95 a month
✔Police ✔Fire
FREE Shipping
✔Friends/Family FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product
consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25.Offer sponsored by
LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and
installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18
years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons
must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID,
be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The
following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated
companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a
Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and
former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted
except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it
necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States
Mail or e-mailed within 30 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in
conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored
or promoted by Darden and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation.
Expires 03/31/21.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!

CALL
NOW!

Receive a $25 Darden card with
FREE in-home estimate

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter
708.652.1444

Sunrise Villa Olympia Fields

Best Work • Best Rates
WE DO ALL OUR OWN WORK
Since 1965

3633 Breakers Drive, Olympia Fields, IL 60461
INDEPENDENT LIVING | ASSISTED LIVING
Contact us to schedule a tour today:

Lic# 055-026066

(708) 747-3333
www.SunriseVillaOlympiaFields.com

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

KERR-PARZYGNOT
FUNERAL HOME
708-754-0016
Established 1891
540 Dixie Hwy. (Joe Orr Rd.) Chicago Hts.

• General & Cosmetic Dentistry
• Periodontics/Gum Treatment
• Implants - Partials & Dentures
• Gentle Professional Cleanings
• State-of-the-Art Technology

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.
For further information,
please call the Parish Office.

FREE

Consults & Second Opinions

19815 Governors Highway, Flossmoor
708-794-4252 • SouthlandSmiles.com

Gerald C.
Schrementi P.C.
Medical Alert System

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
•
•
•
•

Call Today!

The Most Complete Online
National Directory
of Catholic Parishes
CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

One Free Month
No Long-Term Contract
Price Guarantee
Easy Self Installation

Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

✂

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress
and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup
of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car
and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor
he ADVERTISES it for sale.

Personal and Business Services

708-748-2808
21504 Main St.
Matteson

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad” and Present It
The Next Time You Patronize One of Our Advertisers

See

Your Ad

in

Thank you for advertising in our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business because of it!

COLOR

Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.621.5197

WHY IS IT?

Professional & Quality Automotive Care From Mahler’s Since 1914!

Mahler’s
Service Inc.

Mon-Fri 7am-5:30pm • Sat 7am-2pm

3627 W. 216th Street
Matteson, IL 60443

$10 OFF

Any Car Service of $50

$20 OFF

Any Car Service of $150

$30 OFF

Any Car Service of $250
Savings off regular prices

$19.95

Oil Change & Lube

Up to 5 Quarts of Oil
Synthetic & Diesel Oil
extra.

708.748.0282

Your
ad
could
be in this
space!
009235 St Lawrence O’toole Church (A)

What We Can Offer You and Your Business:
• Many ad size options to meet your budget in color or black and white
• One-on-one customer service to help build and design your ad
• The ability to change your ad up to 12 times per year

J.S. Paluch Company

1.800.621.5197

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe
Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.
www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

This week at O’Toole
Sunday, April 4, 2021
10:00 AM: Mass

Saints and Special Observances
C

Monday, April 5, 2021
Easter Monday—Campus Closed
Tuesday, April 6, 2021
8:30 AM: Mass

C

This is the day
the LORD has
made;

Wednesday, April 7, 2021
Thursday, April 8, 2021
8:30 AM: Mass

C

Friday, April 9, 2021

Easter Sunday of the
Resurrection of the
Lord;
Julian Calendar Palm
Sunday
Monday:
Monday within the
Octave of Easter
Tuesday:
Tuesday within the
Octave of Easter
Wednesday: Wednesday within
the Octave of Easter
Yom HaShoah
(Holocaust
Remembrance Day)
Thursday:
Thursday within the
Octave of Easter
Friday:
Friday in the Octave
of Easter;
Julian Calendar
Good Friday
Saturday:
Saturday within the
Octave of Easter
Readings for the Week

Saturday, April 10, 2021
8:30 AM: Mass
5:00 PM: Mass

C
C

Sunday, April 11, 2021
10:00 AM: Mass

C

Our Weekly Offering for
3.21.2021

Budgeted Weekly Goal:
Total Given Last Week:
Total Given
Electronically:
Total Offering:
Total PARISH PAY Users:

Sunday:

$ 8,076.00
$4,207.00
$ 744.00
$4,951.00
54

Monday:

let us rejoice in
it and be glad.
- Psalm 118:24

Acts 2:14, 22-33;
Ps 16:1-2a, 5, 7-11;
Mt 28:8-15
Tuesday:
Acts 2:36-41;
Ps 33:4-5, 18-20, 22;
Jn 20:11-18
Wednesday: Acts 3:1-10;
Ps 105:1-4, 6-9;
Lk 24:13-35
Thursday:
Acts 3:11-26;
Ps 8:2ab, 5-9;
Lk 24:35-48
Friday:
Acts 4:1-12;
Ps 118:1-2, 4, 22-27a;
Jn 21:1-14
Saturday:
Acts 4:13-21;
Ps 118:1, 14-15ab,
16-21;
Mk 16:9-15
Sunday:
Acts 4:32-35;
Ps 118:2-4, 13-15,
22-24;
1 Jn 5:1-6;
Jn 20:19-31

Sacramental Information:
Baptisms: The first and second Sunday of each month at 12:30 PM.
NOTE: Expectant parents should phone the Parish Office 2 months
before the birth of your baby to arrange for required Baptismal
Preparation Classes.
Weddings: Arrangements for Marriage should be made by calling the
Parish Office no later than four months prior to the proposed wedding
date. Attending Pre-Cana is required.
Funerals: Arrangements can be made by a family member by calling the
Parish Office.
Pastoral Care of the Sick: To arrange for communion to be brought to the sick, the elderly, and the homebound,
please call the Parish Office @ (708)748-6090.
Pro-Life Phone Numbers: Pregnancy Counseling Hotlines: Carenet/Heartbeat—1-800-395-HELP,
Birthright—1-800-550-4900, Project Rachel, (post-abortion healing) - 1-888-456-HOPE
Natural Family Planning information: St. Mary’s Hospital in Kankakee—call David & Elba (815) 939-0949, St. Stephen’s
in Tinley Park—call Jeff & Linda (708) 633-7392, For Spanish classes—call Don & Fidelia (630)628-9850. For more
information or to order the Couple to Couple League Home Study Course please call (800) 745-8252.

