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I promised my mother I wouldn’t make her cry this year. Well, maybe a little bit.
Like everyone else, I have a mother who is one of a kind. She might be Catholic like many
other Catholics, but her faith and how she practices it is not the quality that defines her.
She might look like every other woman on the planet, but her looks do not define her.
She has worked in a variety of jobs over the course of her life, but the work she has done
doesn’t define her.
She has done volunteer work for the Church at times, but her ministries she has been
involved with do not define her.
My mother is defined by how she simply loves.
When I was growing up, my mom was sometimes teased for being Saint Barbara because of
how much time she spent at Church, whether for work or volunteering or helping to teach
the faith to a plethora of people who sought to join the Catholic Church as adults. Some
needed to be Baptized, some needed to complete their Sacraments of Initiation.
Some of the other ministries she worked with were the Parish Carnival for many years lining
up food vendors, working the concessions window for BINGO practically every Tuesday for
many years (including baking brownies every week), and she taught 8th grade Religious
Education classes with my dad for several years. She not only continues to attend Mass
EVERY Sunday, but also will go to Mass once in a while during the week and on most
Saturday mornings. Why? Why would she do all of these things for the Church?
Because she knows that is what God has wanted of her. I don’t honestly know if mom was
originally “guilted” into some of that volunteering, but I am quite sure that whatever she
has been involved with, she has done with love as her motivation.
I know that mom also got involved in a Parish spiritual renewal program called RENEW in my
early teenage years. I wish I knew just how long their small group met. I know it was for
several years, once in a while meeting at our house. It was such a great way for not only
her and dad to get to know other people in the Parish, but my brother and I got to meet
those people too as we grew. Even though the Parish didn’t officially run the village
baseball program, there were lots of our classmates and other Parish families that were
always around, too.
My mother has always been in love with the Church, just like our Blessed Virgin Mother
continues to love and protect the Church. My mom knows of the Church’s ups and downs
and has seen lots of priests and people come and go, but of the many constants at the
Church, she remains in at least the top three most “traveled” Parishioners I’ve known.

Thanks, Mom!!
Michael
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Prayer Before Mass
Heavenly Father, You have gathered us together at
St. Lawrence O’Toole
To be Your visible life in the world.
Here we unite in worship, proclaim Your word, celebrate the Eucharist and are sent forth to
share Your love and make disciples.
Lord, we take Your great commission seriously and long for our Parish to be so on-fire that we
draw people to You.
Help us in that endeavor, as we strive to work together. Please make our Parish amazing, through Your
power and Your grace. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

PARISH REOPENING NEWS:
We are going to slowly start to reopen more parts of St. Lawrence O’Toole.
This is going to be a careful and slow reopening path.
The first step on this path will be to keep THREE
Weekend Masses—5:00 PM on Saturdays, 8:30 AM & 11:00 AM on Sundays! Sign Up
for Mass and Mask wearing are STILL required.
We MUST continue to be good stewards of our Parish’s resources, so if we continue to have enough
people attending these Mass, we will continue with all three Masses. We have to also keep in mind that
we REALLY need more cleaners after the Masses in order for this to continue, too. (We are going to
burn out our volunteers if no one else volunteers to help!) If you are interested in helping with this
ministry, please contact the Parish Office.
Also, with the latest directives we have received from the Archdiocese, we are now able to start having
our groups start meeting again! Social Distancing Rules Apply:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

All meetings will take place in the Parish Office for now.
Meetings are limited to 40 people.
Everyone MUST have a mask on.
Sanitizing of hands MUST be done.
Signing in at the meeting is required.
The meetings MUST be scheduled with the Parish Office—please call JoAnn at 708-6090 ext. 3100 to
schedule any meetings.
7. Meeting times will be limited to 1 1/2 hours.
8. NO PARISH MEETING—either onsite or offsite, is able to have food served. Any group meeting
as a St. Lawrence O’Toole group is NOT able to have food at their meetings.
Any questions, please contact the Parish Office.
_________________________________________________________________________________
Please be Aware: The Ar chdiocese is allowing par ishes to open for limited number s of people for Mass,
Reconciliation, Adoration, Funerals, Baptisms and Weddings provided that the parish follow detailed
Archdiocesan procedures. Following Archdiocesan COVID-19 guidelines, St. Lawrence has reopened on a
limited basis. Worshipers are required to wear masks, and practice social distancing staying six feet apart
from one another. Please see the Parish website for a complete list of guidelines. While we will attempt to
take appropriate precautions consistent with the advice of public health authorities, Parishioners and guests
should understand that they assume the risk of contracting COVID-19 any time they go out in public and that
such precautions do not eliminate the risk of infection.
Please be aware: Dispensation from Sunday Mass and Holy Days of Obligation continues. We still advise that
the elderly and those with underlying medical conditions stay at home and participate through livestreamed
and televised Masses. We will continue to serve those who cannot attend Mass in person by livestreaming our
5:00 PM Saturday Mass on our Facebook page and posting to our webpage.
May 9, 2021
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May 16, 2021 - The
Ascension of the Lord:
Today as we celebrate the
feast of the Ascension we are
reminded that Christ’s saving
work on earth continues
through his disciples…and now through us.
When we give to the poor, God indeed
pours his love, peace and joy into our
hearts, into our lives and into the hearts
of those who are poor.

Pro-Life
News

Give to be the Face of Hope
Today, our second collection will support mothers and children who reach out to Catholic Charities
and lift-up pur most vulnerable neighbors across Chicagoland who are facing extraordinary challenges right now. Please offer your most generous donation to the second collection
to help ease the burden of poverty, hunger, homelessness, unemployment, abuse,
addiction or aging.
Learn more or make a gift at www.catholichcarities.net or text HOPE to 878787.
There are envelopes for this collection in your monthly envelope packet and on the table in the
back of the Church.

PENTECOST FIRE PRAYER SERVICE
Outdoor Prayer Service
Pray for the Outpouring of The Holy Spirit on our Parishes
and in our Communities!
Please join our RENEW MY CHURCH Parishes:
St. Anne, St. Joseph, St. Emeric, Infant Jesus of Prague, St. Irenaeus and
St. Lawrence O’Toole
at St. Anne Church, 16801 S. Dixie Highway in Hazel Crest, on Saturday, May 22,
2021 at 7:00 PM. Join us around the fire of the Holy Spirit as we pray for the
outpouring of His gifts as we prepare to begin our RMC process.

REMEMBER…

Bring a Lawn Chair…
Face Mask….
No food or drinks…
We will keep a 6’ distance

In the event of rain, we will have the service in the Church building.
Questions: call Elaine 708 269-6209 or Mary 312 301-6033
We are, again, offering an opportunity to enroll your mothers or any woman who is acting
in the role of mother to you, either living or deceased in a Novena. You will find the cards
for this Novena on the table in the back of the Church. Please fill out the LARGE
envelope, and place your suggested $10.00 donation in the LARGE envelope and deposit
this envelope in the basket. PLEASE KEEP THE MOTHERS’ DAY CARD AND
ENVELOPE.
May 9, 2021
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Living Stewardship
May 9, 2021
6th Sunday of Easter
“This is my
commandment: love
one another as I love you. No one
has greater love than this, to lay
down one’s life for one’s
friends” - JOHN 15:12-13
Do you love Jesus? Do you
consider Him your friend? Jesus
says that if we love Him we would
be willing to offer whatever we
have to Him, not because we want
praise and glory, but simply
because we love Him. Does your
giving seem mechanical out of
obligation or do you share freely
out of love?
From: https://www.archstl.org/
about-stewardship/bulletin-inserts/
weekly-bible-reflections

STEWARDSHIP PRAYER
Lord God,
You alone are the source of every
good gift,
of the vast array of our universe,
and the mystery of each human
life.
We praise you and we thank you
for your tender, faithful love.
Everything we are and everything
we have is Your gift.
After having created us, You have
given us into the keeping of Your
Son, Jesus Christ.
Fill our minds with His truth and
our hearts with His love,
that in his spirit we may be
bonded together in a community
of faith, a Parish family, a caring
people.
In the name and Spirit of Jesus,
we commit ourselves to be good
stewards of the gifts entrusted to
us, to share our time, our talent,
and our material gifts as an
outward sign of the treasure we
hold in Jesus.
Amen.
From: PRAYER RESOURCE
Prayer taken from the Catholic

Household Blessings and
Prayers, Revised Edition
(Washington, DC: USCCB,
2007), 382-383. Copyright ©
2007, United States
Conference of Catholic
Bishops, Washington, DC. All
rights reserved.
Catholic Current
PLANNED GIVING
Remember St. Lawrence
O’Toole in your estate
plans. St. Lawrence O’Toole
has been blessed over the
years to have received some
generous gifts from
parishioners and friends who
have included our Parish in
their estate plans. If you
would like to include SLOT
in your plans, please contact
the Parish Office.

Pray for

The recently deceased

Bill Anderson, Carol Betts,
Gloria Bucek, Adelaide Buenafe,
Hannah Butler, Marge Buttice,
Jack & Delores Cappozzo,
Irving Chambers, Rosario Chi, Nona Cotrell,
Justine Daniel, Les Easter, Jane Fagan,
Marlene Franzese, Irene Gehrke,
Katie Hofkamp, Corky Johnson, Evalena Jones,
Mary Elizabeth Jones, Barb Jostes, Kim Kahl,
Kathy Kent, Marion & Rita King,
Irene & Robert Kucharski, Theresa Kukosh,
Ed & Linda Ladewski, Dorothy Lassa,
Betty Maciukenas, Mickey May-Taylor,
Dennis & Allison McGlone, Marge Neel,
Judy Philip, John Pirelli, Phil Pursley,
Kameryn Raspberry, Donald Recupido,
Marylou Reniguntala, LaCora Rodgers,
Dawn Rowe, Jovita Sanchez, Liddie Sanders,
Elizabeth Scampini, Chuck & Mary Seputis,
Mary Slayton, Terese Styczynski, Mara Subasic,
Diane Sutkowski, Carol Targia,
Margaret Thorne
and the
sick….

With the return of
in-person
Tuesday,
We will not
have anyWeekend,
Liturgical Ministers
scheduled until
Thursday & further
Saturday
Masses,
will
notice.
be scheduled for Sunday, Tuesday, Thursday &
Saturday Masses until further notice.
Sunday, May 9
Kyle Buttice req. by Nancy Dannels,
Rosemarie Drahos req. by Debbie Padilla
Tuesday, May 11
For All Mothers, Patricia Wulf req. by SLOT SVdP Society
Thursday, May 13
For All Mothers,
Albert & Elizabeth Grohman req. by Dorothy Grohman
Saturday, May 15
For All Mothers
Sunday, May 16
For All Mothers, Barbara Yanule
A Prayer for Those Serving in the Military
Lord, Hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect us.
Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for us in our time
of need. We ask this in the name of Jesus, Our Lord and Savior. Amen
2nd Lt. Christine Shirley—Air Force
Master Sergeant Michael McGeever—Air
Force
Master Sergeant Heriberto Garza—Army
Warrant Officer Mark Panozzo—Army

Airman 1st Class Christopher
Garbaciak—Air Force
Specialist Alisha D. Grezlik—Army
Corporal Michael L. Ford—Army
Corporal Whitney Thorne, Marines

If there are parishioners currently serving in the United States military, we would like to
know. Please contact the Parish Office @ 748-6090 x100 or slotparishoffice@slotoole.org,
and let us know the name of your dear one and they will be remembered in the prayers of
our community and the name posted in the bulletin. Please indicate branch of service and
rank.

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
The Cross of San Damiano ~~
St. Francis of Assisi prayed
before the cross and heard
the Lord say to him “Renew
My Church”

A Prayer for “Renew My
Church”
Lord Jesus, you speak to us today, as you
spoke to holy men and women who have
gone before us. In every age and in our own
time, you call to us and say: Renew My
Church.
Pour out the gift of your Holy Spirit upon us,
and so enable us
to hear you clearly
to listen to each other attentively
to imagine our future boldly
to discern your direction wisely
to persevere in your holy will
courageously
to stay together in charity
to surrender our own plans readily
to embrace the greater good
to hand on your gifts to future
generations.

Reflecting on God’s Word
As a nation, we are a mobile people. Not only
do we travel around during vacations, for
special events, and for visiting family and
friends, but we readily move from one place
to another for college, work, health reasons,
and finally retirement. While previous
generations usually stayed with one job and
in one house for practically all of their lives,
today it is common to move from one place to
another, to a different state or even to a different country. This
mobility carries over into our relationships. We can find that our
lives take us from one set of friends to another, from one close
relationship to another.
So Jesus’ admonition to remain in his love can sound quite
challenging to people whose lives are characterized by change and
impermanence. The word “remain” is sometimes translated as
“abide.” The meaning of this invitation is to “take up permanent
residence.” Last week Jesus called us to “remain” in his word;
this week, to “remain in my love” (John 15:9).
Jesus tells us how to do this (by keeping his commandments), why
we should do this (so that his joy might be in us and our joy
complete), what specifically we should do (love one another as I
have loved you, that is, by laying down my life for you), and what
is to be gained by doing this (an ongoing friendship with him that
bears fruit and gains whatever we ask the Father in his name).
Not a bad exchange for settling down . . . in his love.
—James A. Wallace, C.Ss.R.
Copyright © 2014, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

May we remain in the holy company of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, the apostles, and all the
saints. May their example and presence
inspire us with patient confidence in the work
of your grace.
We ask this of you who live and reign with the
Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever. Amen

Living God’s Word
Sometimes we may feel that we are not even capable of loving as
Jesus loved. In today’s first reading we see that God is so eager to
enter our hearts and enable us to love that the Holy Spirit falls
upon those listening, even though they have not yet been
baptized. Ask God to help you love as Jesus loves.
Copyright © 2014, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
Thomas E. Brabec
ATTORNEY

• Real Estate
• Wills • Trusts
• Estates

INTEREST
FREE
FINANCING
AVAILABLE
Please Ask
For Details

708.960.0580

brabeclaw@gmail.com
18154 Harwood Ave., Ste. 204, Homewood

www.LawOfficesOfThomasBrabec.com

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

MDMedAlert

Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

009235 St Lawrence O’toole Church (B)

*Guaranteed not to clog for as
long as you own your home, or
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Get it. And forget it.®
Since 1926

530 W. 14th St. (Rte. 30), Chicago Heights
708-481-9230
www.panozzobros.com

$19.

800.809.3352

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed
never to clog or
we’ll clean it for
FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
leaves, pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder
to clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not
a flimsy attachment

PANOZZO BROS. FUNERAL HOME

24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance Solutions as Low as
95 a month
✔Police ✔Fire
FREE Shipping
✔Friends/Family FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product
consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25.Offer sponsored by
LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and
installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18
years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons
must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID,
be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The
following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated
companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a
Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and
former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted
except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it
necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States
Mail or e-mailed within 30 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in
conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored
or promoted by Darden and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation.
Expires 03/31/21.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!

CALL
NOW!

Receive a $25 Darden card with
FREE in-home estimate

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

For further information,
please call the Parish Office.
www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter
708.652.1444

Best Work • Best Rates
PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Sunrise Villa Olympia Fields
3633 Breakers Drive, Olympia Fields, IL 60461
INDEPENDENT LIVING | ASSISTED LIVING
Contact us to schedule a tour today:

(708) 747-3333
www.SunriseVillaOlympiaFields.com

KERR-PARZYGNOT

Your
ad

FUNERAL HOME
708-754-0016
Established 1891
540 Dixie Hwy. (Joe Orr Rd.) Chicago Hts.

• General & Cosmetic Dentistry
• Periodontics/Gum Treatment
• Implants - Partials & Dentures
• Gentle Professional Cleanings
• State-of-the-Art Technology

could
be in this
space!

FREE

Consults & Second Opinions

19815 Governors Highway, Flossmoor
708-794-4252 • SouthlandSmiles.com

Gerald C.
Schrementi P.C.

See

Your Ad

in

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

COLOR

Personal and Business Services

The Most Complete Online
National Directory
of Catholic Parishes
CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.621.5197

708-748-2808
21504 Main St.
Matteson

What We Can Offer You and Your Business:

✂

• Many ad size options to meet your budget in color or black and white
• One-on-one customer service to help build and design your ad
• The ability to change your ad up to 12 times per year

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad” and Present It
The Next Time You Patronize One of Our Advertisers

J.S. Paluch Company

1.800.621.5197

Thank you for advertising in our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business because of it!

Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

Professional & Quality Automotive Care From Mahler’s Since 1914!

Mahler’s
Service Inc.

Mon-Fri 7am-5:30pm • Sat 7am-2pm

3627 W. 216th Street
Matteson, IL 60443

•
•
•
•

$10 OFF

Any Car Service of $50

$20 OFF

Any Car Service of $150

$30 OFF

Any Car Service of $250
Savings off regular prices

$19.95

Call Today!

Up to 5 Quarts of Oil
Synthetic & Diesel Oil
extra.

708.748.0282

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe
Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Toll Free 1.877.801.8608
WHY IS IT

Oil Change & Lube

Sign up here:

One Free Month
No Long-Term Contract
Price Guarantee
Easy Self Installation

A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress
and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup
of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car
and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor
he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?
009235 St Lawrence O’toole Church (A)

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

This week at O’Toole
Sunday, May 9, 2021
HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY
8:30 AM: Mass
11:00 AM: Mass

C
C

Happy
Mother’s

Monday, May 10, 2021

Tuesday, May 11, 2021
8:30 AM: Mass

C

Wednesday, May 12, 2021
Thursday, May 13, 2021
8:30 AM: Mass

Saints and Special Observances
Sunday:
6th Sunday of
Easter; Mother’s Day
Monday:
St. Damien de
Veuster;
St. John De Avila
Wednesday: Ss. Nereus and
Achilleus;
St. Pancras;
Eid al Fitr (Islamic
observance) begins
at sunset
Thursday:
The Ascension of the
Lord
(unless transferred
to Sunday);
otherwise Our Lady
of Fatima
Friday:
St. Matthias
Saturday:
St. Isidore;
Armed Forces Day

C

Readings for the Week
Monday:
Acts 16:11-15;
Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b;
Saturday, May 15, 2021
Jn 15:26 — 16:4a
8:30 AM: Mass
C
Tuesday:
Acts 16:22-34;
May
5:00 PM: Mass
C
Ps 138:1-3, 7c-8;
Jn 16:5-11
the love
Sunday, May 16, 2021
Wednesday:
Acts 17:15, 22 18:1;
8:30 AM: Mass
C
and
Ps
148:1-2, 11-14;
11:00 AM: Mass
C
Jn
16:12-15
example of our
Our Weekly Offering for
Thursday:
Acts 1:1-11;
Blessed Mother
Budgeted Weekly Goal: $ 8,076.00
Ps 47:2-3, 6-9;
Eph 1:17-23 or
Total Given Last Week: $ 6,205.00 continue to inspire
Eph 4:1-13 [1-7, 11-13];
Total Given
Mk 16:15-20 (for
all Mothers!!
Electronically:
$ 530.00
Ascension); otherwise
Total Offering:
$ 6,735.00
Acts 18:1-8;
Total PARISH PAY Users:
54
Ps 98:1-4; Jn 16:16-20
Sacramental Information:
Friday:
Acts 1:15-17, 20-26; Ps
Baptisms: The first and second Sunday of each month at 12:30 PM.
113:1-8; Jn 15:9-17
NOTE: Expectant parents should phone the Parish Office 2 months
Saturday: Acts 18:23-28; Ps 47:2before the birth of your baby to arrange for required Baptismal
3, 8-10;
Preparation Classes.
Jn 16:23b-28
Weddings: Arrangements for Marriage should be made by calling the
Sunday:
Acts 1:15-17, 20a, 20cParish Office no later than four months prior to the proposed wedding
26; Ps 103:1-2,
date. Attending Pre-Cana is required.
11-12, 19-20; 1 Jn 4:11
Funerals: Arrangements can be made by a family member by calling the
-16; Jn 17:11b-19; or,
Parish Office.
for Ascension, Acts 1:1Pastoral Care of the Sick: To arrange for communion to be brought to
11; Ps 47:2-3, 6-9;
Eph 1:17- 23 or Eph
the sick, the elderly, and the homebound, please call the Parish Office @
4:1-13 [1-7, 11-13];
(708)748-6090.
Mk 16:15-20
Pro-Life Phone Numbers: Pregnancy Counseling Hotlines: Carenet/
Friday, May 14, 2021

Day!

Heartbeat—1-800-395-HELP,
Birthright—1-800-550-4900, Project Rachel, (post-abortion healing) - 1-888-456-HOPE
Natural Family Planning information: St. Mary’s Hospital in Kankakee—call David & Elba (815) 939-0949, St. Stephen’s
in Tinley Park—call Jeff & Linda (708) 633-7392, For Spanish classes—call Don & Fidelia (630)628-9850. For more
information or to order the Couple to Couple League Home Study Course please call (800) 745-8252.

